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Wednesday, November 1, 2023

All Saints Day

Listening to the Text
Opening Prayer:

Lord, the meaning of our life is to seek your Word, which came to us in the person of
Christ. Make me capable of welcoming what is new in the Gospel of the Beatitudes, so
that | may change my life. | would know nothing about you were it not for the light of
the words spoken by your Son Jesus, who came to tell us of your marvels. When | am
weak, if | go to Him, the Word of God, then | become strong. When | act foolishly, the
wisdom of His Gospel restores me to relish God and the kindness of His love. He guides
me to the paths of life. When some deformity appears in me, | reflect on His Word and
the image of my personality becomes beautiful. When solitude tries to make me dry,
my spiritual marriage to Him makes my life fruitful. When | discover some sadness or
unhappiness in myself, the thought of Him, my only good, opens the way to joy.
Therese of the Child Jesus has a saying that sums up the desire for holiness as an
intense search for God and a listening to others: "If you are nothing, remember that
Jesus is all. You must therefore lose your little nothing into His infinite all and think of
nothing else but this uniquely lovable all..." (Letters, 87, to Marie Guérin).

Reading the Gospel -

Seeing the crowds, He went onto the mountain. And when He was seated His disciples
came to him. Then He began to speak. This is what He taught them:

How blessed are the poor in spirit: the kingdom of Heaven is theirs.

Blessed are the gentle: they shall have the earth as inheritance.

Blessed are those who mourn: they shall be comforted.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for uprightness: they shall have their fill.
Blessed are the merciful: they shall have mercy shown them.

Blessed are the pure in heart: they shall see God.

Blessed are the peacemakers: they shall be recognized as children of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted in the cause of uprightness: the kingdom of
Heaven is theirs.

'‘Blessed are you when people abuse you and persecute you and speak all kinds of
calumny against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be
great in heaven; this is how they persecuted the prophets before you.

A Moment of Prayerful Silence:
It is important to be able to listen in deep silence so that the word of Christ may speak
to us and so that the Word made flesh may dwell in us and us in him. It is only in silent

hearts that the Word of God can take root and, on this Solemnity of All Saints, become
flesh in us.

Light Shed on the Word (Lectio)



The Context:

Jesus’' words on the Beatitudes that Matthew drew from his sources were condensed in
short and isolated phrases, and The Evangelist has placed them in a broader context
which Biblical scholars call the “sermon on the mount’ (chapters 5-7). This sermon is
considered to be like the statutes or Magna Cartathat Jesus gave to the community as
a normative and binding word that defines a Christian.

The many themes contained in this long sermon are not to be seen as collection of
exhortations, but rather as a clear and radical indication of the new attitude of the
disciples towards God, oneself, and the brothers and sisters. Some expressions used by
Jesus may seem exaggerated, but they are used to stress reality and thus are realistic in
the context, although not so in a literary sense. For instance, in vv. 29-30: "/f your right
eye should be your downfall, tear it out and throw it away; for it will do you less harm to
lose one part of yourself than to have your whole body thrown into hell. And if your
right hand should be your downfall, cut it off and throw it away, for it will do you less
harm to lose one part of yourself than to have your whole body go to hell" This manner
of speaking indicates the effect to be created in the reader, who must understand
Jesus’ words correctly and not distort their meaning.

Our focus, for liturgical reasons, will be on the first part of the “Sermon on the Mount”
That is the part dealing with the proclamation of the beatitudes (Mt 5: 1-12).

Some Details:

Matthew invites the reader to listen to the beatitudes proclaimed by Jesus with a rich
concentration of details. First, he indicates the place where Jesus proclaims His
sermon: “Jesus went onto the mountain” (5:1). That is why exegetes call this the
“sermon on the mount’ even though Luke places this sermon on level ground (Lk 6: 20-
26). The geographic location of the “mountain’ could be a veiled reference to an
episode in the OT quite like this, when Moses proclaims the Decalogue on mount Sinai.
It is possible that Matthew wishes to present Jesus as the new Moses who proclaims
the new law.

Another detail that strikes us is the physical posture of Jesus who proclaims His words:
“when He was seated.” This posture confers upon Him a note of authority in the
legislative sense. The disciples and the “crowd” gather around him. This detail shows
what Jesus had to say was for all to hear. We note that Jesus’ words do not present
impossible matters, nor are they addressed to a special group of people, nor do they
mean to establish a code of ethics exclusively for His inner circle. Jesus’ demands are
concrete, binding and decisively radical.

Someone branded Jesus’ sermon as follows: " For me, this is the most important text in
the history of humankind. It is addressed to all, believers and non, and after twenty
centuries it is still the only light still shining in the darkness of violence, fear and
solitude in which the West finds itself because of its pride and selfishness" (Gilbert
Cesbron).

The word “blessed’ (in Greek makariol) in our context does not say “softly” but cries out
happiness found throughout the Bible. For instance, in the OT, those called “blessed”
are those who live out the precepts of Wisdom (Sir 25: 7-10). The prayerful person of the
Psalms defines “blessed’ as those who “fear,” or more precisely those who love the
Lord, expressing this love in the observance of the precepts contained in the word of
God (Sal 1: 1;128:1).

Matthew's originality lies in adding a secondary phrase that specifies each beatitude.
For instance, the main assertion “blessed are the poor in spirit’ is clarified by an added
phrase “for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Another difference with the OT is that
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Jesus’ words proclaim a saving blessedness here and now and without any limitations.
For Jesus, all can attain happiness on condition that they remain united to Him.

The First Three Beatitudes:

* The first cry concerns the poor: “How blessed are the poor in spirit, the kingdom of
heaven is theirs.” The reader may be shocked. How can the poor be happy? In the
Bible, the poor are those who empty themselves of themselves and, above all,
renounce the presumption of building their own present and future alone. They
leave room for, and focus on, God'’s project and His Word. The poor, always in the
biblical sense, is not someone closed in on himself, miserable and negative, but
someone who nurtures being open to God and to others. God is all his/her treasure.
We could say with St. Teresa of Avila that “God alone suffices!

A great modern spiritual author described poverty as follows: "As /long as one does
not empty one’s heart, God cannot fill it with Himself. As you empty your heart, so
does the Lord fill it. Poverty is emptiness, not only in what concerns the future but
also the past. Not a regret or memory, not a worry or wish! God is not in the past, God
/s not in the future: He is in the present! Leave your past to Godq, leave your future to
God. Your poverty is to live the present, the Presence of God who is Eternity” (Divo
Barsotti).

This is the first beatitude, not just because it is the first of many, but because it seems
to encapsulate all the others in their diversity.

* "Blessed are those who mourn, they shall be comforted.” One can mourn because of
great pain or suffering. This underlines the fact that we are dealing with a serious
situation even though the motives or the cause are not mentioned. If we wish to
identify today “those who mourn,” we could think of all the Christians who hold dear
the demands of the kingdom and suffer because of many negative stories in the
Church rather than focus on holiness. For them, the Church seems to present
divisions and lacerations. They may also be those who suffer because of their sins
and inconsistencies and who, in some way, slow down their conversion. To these,
only God can bring the news of “consolation.”

*» "Blessed are the gentle, they shall inherit the earth.” The third beatitude is about
gentleness. This is a quality that is not popular today. For many it has a negative
connotation and is taken for weakness or the kind of imperturbability that knows
how to calculatingly control one's emotions. What does the word “gentle” mean in
the Bible? The gentle are remembered as those who enjoy great peace (Ps 37: 10),
are happy, blessed, and loved by God. They are also contrasted with evildoers, the
ungodly, and sinners. Thus the OT gives us a wealth of meanings that do not allow
for one single definition.

In the NT, the first time we meet the word is in Mt 11: 29: “Learn from me because
/ am gentle and humble of heart” A second time is in Mt 21: 5, when Matthew
describes Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem and cites the prophet Zechariah in 2: 9: “Behold
your servant comes to you, meek [gentle]” Truly, Matthew's Gospel may be
described as the Gospel of gentleness. Paul also says that gentleness is an identifying
quality of the Christian. In 2 Corinthians 10: 1 he exhorts believers */ urge you by the
meekness and gentleness of Christ!” In Galatians 5: 22 gentleness is considered one
of the fruits of the Holy Spirit in the heart of believers and consists in being meek,
moderate, slow to punish, kind and patient towards others. Again in Ephesians 4: 32
and Colossians 3: 12 gentleness is an attitude that is part of the Christian and a sign
of the new man in Christ.



Finally, an eloquent witness comes from 1 Peter 3: 3-4: " Whose adorning let it not be
the outward adorning of braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or of
putting on apparel;, but let it be the hidden man of the heart, in the incorruptible
apparel of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price.”

How does Jesus use the word “gentle™? A truly enlightening definition is the one
given by the gentle person of Cardinal Carlo Maria Martini: “The gentle person,
according to the beatitudes, is one who, in spite of the fervor of his/her feelings,
remains docile and calm, not possessive, interiorly free, always extremely respectful
of the mystery of freedom, imitating God in this respect who does everything with
respect for the person, and urges the person to obedience without ever using
violence. Gentleness is opposed to all forms of material or moral arrogance, it gains
the victory of peace over war, of dialogue over imposition.”

To this wise interpretation we add that of another famous exegete: “ The gentleness
spoken of in the beatitudes is none other than that aspect of humility that manifests
itself in practical affability in one’s dealings with the other. Such gentleness finds its
Image and its perfect model in the person of Jesus, gentle and humble of heart. Truly,
such gentleness seems to us like a form of charity, patient and delicately attentive
towards others” (Jacques Dupont).

The Word Enlightens Me (To Meditate)

Am | able to accept those little signs of poverty in my regard? For instance, the
poverty of poor health and little indispositions? Do | make exorbitant demands?

Am | able to accept my poverty and fragility?

Do | pray like a poor person, as one who asks with humility the grace of God, His
pardon and His mercy?

Inspired by Jesus’ message concerning gentleness, do | renounce violence,
vengeance and a vengeful spirit?

Do | encourage, in families and in my place of work, a spirit of kindness, gentleness
and peace?

Do | pay back malice and insults with evil?

Do | look after the weakest who cannot defend themselves? Am | patient with old
people? Do | welcome lonely strangers who are often exploited at work?

To Pray

Psalm 23:

The Psalm seems to rotate around the title “The Lord is my shepherd.” The saints are
the image of the flock on the way: they are accompanied by the goodness and
loyalty of God, until they finally reach the house of the Father (L. Alonso Schokel, /
salmi della fiducia, Dehoniana Libri, Bologna 2006, 54)

Yahweh is my shepherd, | lack nothing.

In grassy meadows He lets me lie. By tranquil streams He leads me to restore my
spirit.

He guides me in paths of saving justice as befits His name.



Even were | to walk in a ravine as dark as death | should fear no danger,
for you are at my side.
Your staff and your crook are there to soothe me.

You prepare a table for me under the eyes of my enemies; you anoint my head
with oil;

my cup brims over.
Kindness and faithful love pursue me every day of my life.
| make my home in the house of Yahweh for all time to come.

(The common translation of psalm 23))

The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want;
he makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.

He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name's sake. Even though | walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil;

for thou art with me;

thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil, my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and | shall
dwell in the house of the Lord forever.)

Closing Prayer:

Lord Jesus, you show us the way of the beatitudes so that we may come to that
happiness that is fullness of life and thus holiness. We are all called to holiness, but the
only treasure of the saints is God. Your Word, Lord, calls saints all those who in baptism
were chosen by your love of a Father, to be conformed to Christ. Grant, Lord, that by
your grace we may achieve this conformity to Jesus Christ. We thank you, Lord, for
the saints you have placed on our way and who manifest your love. We ask for your
pardon if we have tarnished your face in us and denied our calling to be saints.

Thursday, November 2, 2023

All Souls Day

Lectio
Opening Prayer

Spirit of God, come from the four corners of the earth and breathe on these dead
persons so that they may rise again (Ez 37: 9). Come Holy Spirit, breathe on our minds,
hearts, and souls so that we may become a new creation in Christ, firstborn into life
eternal. Amen.



Gospel Reading - John 6: 37-40

Jesus said to them, "All that the Father gives Me will come to Me; and him who comes
to Me | will not cast out. For | have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but
the will of Him who sent Me; and this is the will of Him who sent Me, that | should lose
nothing of all that He has given Me, but raise it up at the last day. For this is the will of
My Father, that everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life;
and | will raise him up at the last day."

Prayerful silent time

That the Word of God may enter into our hearts and enlighten our life.

Meditatio

A Key to the Reading

In John's Gospel, the basic perspective concerning Jesus and His mission is that the
Word made flesh is sent by the Father into the world to give us life and to save that
which was lost. The world, however, rejects the Word incarnate. The prologue of the
Gospel presents us with this thought (IJn 1: 1-18), which the Evangelist will gradually
elaborate on in the Gospel story. The synoptic Gospels, in their own way, proclaim the
same news. One need only think of the parables of the lost sheep and the lost drachma
(Lk 15:1-10) or the declaration: | did not come to call the just, but sinners (Mk 2:17).

This thought is also found in this passage: | have come down from heaven, not to do
my own will, but the will of Him who sent Me (In 6: 38). This is the will of my Father, that
everyone who sees the Son and believes in Him should have eternal life (Jn 6: 40). The
key words in John's Gospel are see and believe. To see implies and automatically
means to believe in the Son sent by the Father. This faith brings the believer to possess
eternal life. In John’s Gospel, the salvation of the world is already fulfilled by the first
coming of Christ through the incarnation and the resurrection of the one who allows
Himself to be lifted up on the cross. The second coming of Christ on the last day will be
a completion of this mystery of salvation.

Today's Gospel is taken from the section that speaks of the mystery of Jesus (Jn 1-12).
The text takes us, for the second time in John's Gospel, to Galilee at the time of the
Passover: After this, Jesus went across the sea of Galilee ... it was near the Passover, the
feast of the Jews (In 6: 1-4). A great crowd followed him, (Jn 6: 2) and Jesus, seeing the
crowd that followed him, multiplies the loaves. The crowd wants to proclaim Him king,
but Jesus disappears and goes up to the mountain alone (IJn 6:15). After a brief pause
that allows us to contemplate the Lord walking on the water (Jn 6:16-21). the story
continues the next day (IJn 6: 22) when the crowd , seeks out Jesus. Then comes the
discourse on the bread of life and Jesus’ warning to obtain the food that will last forever
(In 6:27). Jesus defines Himself as the bread of life. He makes reference to the manna
given to the people by Moses as a figure of the true bread that comes down from
heaven and gives life to the world (Jn 6: 30-36). This is the context in which the words of
Jesus are pronounced (Jn 6: 37-40). In this context we come across a new kind of
opposition and a new rejection of the revelation of the Christ as the bread of life (Jn &:
41-606).

Jesus’ words concerning everyone who goes to him echo God's invitation to take part
in the benefits of the banquet of the covenant (Is 55: 1-3). Jesus does not reject those
who come to him. Rather, He gives them eternal life. In fact, His mission is to seek and
save the lost ones (Lk 19: 27). We are reminded of this in the story of the meeting of
Jesus with the Samaritan woman by Jacob’s well (In 4:1-42). Jesus does not reject the
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Samaritan woman but begins a ‘pastoral’ dialogue with the woman who comes to the
well to draw material water and there finds the man, the prophet, and the Messiah who
promises to give her the water of eternal life (IJn 4:13-15). In our passage, we find the
same structure. On the one hand the people seek material bread. On the other hand,
Jesus gives them a long spiritual discourse on the bread of life. The witness of Jesus
who eats the bread of God's will (IJn 4: 34) echoes the teaching of the Master in this
Gospel passage (IJn 6: 38).

At the last supper, Jesus takes up this discourse again in chapter 17. It is He who gives
eternal life (Jn 17: 2) and preserves and watches over all those whom the Father has
given to him. Of these none is lost except the son of perdition (In 17:12-13).

A Few Questions

to guide our meditation and practice.

* The Word made flesh is sent into the world by the Father to give us life, but the world
rejects the incarnate Word. Do | welcome into my life the Divine Word who gives
eternal life? How?

* | came down from heaven not to do my will, but the will of Him who sent Me (In 6:
38). In Jesus, we see obedience to the will of the Father. Do | internalize this virtue in
my life and live it out daily?

* Anyone who sees the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life (Jn 6: 40). Who is
Jesus for me? Do | try to see Him with the eyes of faith, listen to His words and
contemplate His way of being? What does eternal life mean for me?

Oratio

Psalm 23

The Lord is my shepherd, | shall not want;
he makes me lie down in green pastures. He leads me beside still waters;
he restores my soul.

He leads me in paths of righteousness for His name's sake. Even though | walk through
the valley of the shadow of death, | fear no evil;

for thou art with me;

thy rod and thy staff, they comfort me.

Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
thou anointest my head with oil, my cup overflows.

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life; and | shall dwell in the
house of the Lord forever.

Closing Prayer

O God, who at the table of your word and of the bread of life nourish us so that we may
grow in love, grant that we may welcome your message into our heart so that we may
become yeast and instruments of salvation in the world. Through Christ our Lord.
Amen



Contemplatio

Contemplation is knowing how to adhere with one’s mind and heart to the Lord who
by His Word transforms us into new beings who always do His will. “Knowing these
things, you will be blessed if you do them.” (Jn 13:17)

Friday, November 3, 2023

Ordinary Time

Opening Prayer

Almighty and ever-living God, strengthen our faith, hope and love.

May we do with loving hearts what you ask of us and come to share the life you
promise.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading - Luke 14: 1-6

It happened that on a Sabbath day Jesus had gone to share a meal in the house of one
of the leading Pharisees and they watched Him closely. Now there in front of Him was a
man with dropsy. Jesus addressed the lawyers and Pharisees with the words "Is it
against the law to cure someone on the Sabbath or notut they remained silent, so He
took the man and cured him and sent him away.

Then He said to them, "Which of you here, if his son falls into a well, or his ox, will not
pull him out on a Sabbath day without any hesitation?" And to this they could find no
answer.

Reflection

Today's Gospel narrates an episode of the discussion between Jesus and the Pharisees
which took place along His journey from Galilee up to Jerusalem. It is very difficult to
situate this fact in the context of the life of Jesus. There are similarities with a fact
narrated in the Gospel of Mark (Mk 3, 1-6). It is probably a question of the many stories
transmitted orally and, in the oral transmission, they were adapted in accordance to
the situation, the needs and hopes, of the people of the communities.

* Lukel4:1: Theinvitation on a Saturday. “On a Sabbath day Jesus went to share a meal
in the house of one of the leading Pharisees and they watched Him closely.” This
initial information on the reception in the house of a Pharisee gives Luke the
possibility to present several episodes which speak about welcoming and accepting
the invitation to have a meal: the cure of the sick man (Lk 14: 2-6), choice of places
where to eat (Lk 14: 7-11), choice of the guests invited (Lk 14: 12-14), and those invited
who do not accept the invitation (Lk 14: 15-24). Many times Jesus is invited by the
Pharisees to share a meal. Perhaps the reason for inviting Him was out of curiosity
as well as malice, wishing to observe Jesus to see how He observes the prescriptions
of the law.



* Luke 14: 2: The situation which brings about the action of Jesus. “There was a man
with dropsy.” It is not said how a man with dropsy could enter the house of the head
of the Pharisees. But if he is in front of Jesus, it is because he wants to be cured. The
Pharisees observe Jesus. It was a Saturday, and it is forbidden to cure on a Saturday.
What to do? Can it be done or not?

* Luke 14: 3: The question of Jesus to the scribes and the Pharisees. “Jesus addressing
the lawyers and the Pharisees asked, Is it against the law to cure someone on the
Sabbath or not? With His question Jesus explains the problem which they had
before them: “Can one cure or not on Saturday? Does the law permit this, yes or no?
In Mark's Gospel the question is even more provocative: “Is it permitted on the
Sabbath day to do good, or to do evil, to save life or to kill?” (Mk 3: 4).

* Luke 14: 4-6: The cure. The Pharisees do not respond and remain in silence. Before
the silence of the one who neither approves nor disapproves, Jesus takes the man
by the hand, cures him, and sends him away. Afterward, in response to a possible
criticism, He explains the reason that has moved Him to cure: “Which of you here, if
his son falls into a well, or his ox, will not pull him out on a Sabbath day without any
hesitation?” With this question Jesus shows the incoherence of the lawyers and of
the Pharisees. If one of them has no problem, on Saturday, to help his son or even an
animal, then Jesus also has the right to help the man with dropsy. Jesus' question
recalls the Psalm which says that God Himself helps men and animals (Ps 36: 8). The
Pharisees “Could not respond anything to these words”; because before the
evidence, there are no arguments which can deny it.

Personal Questions

* The liberty of Jesus before a situation. Even though He is being observed by those
who do not approve of him, He does not lose His liberty. What liberty do | have?

* There are difficult moments in life in which we are obliged to choose between
the immediate need of our neighbor and the letter of the law. How should we act?

Concluding Prayer
| give thanks to Yahweh with all my heart, in the meeting place of honest people, in the

assembly. Great are the deeds of Yahweh, to be pondered by all who delight in them.
(Ps111:1-2)

Saturday, November 4, 2023

Ordinary Time

Opening Prayer

Almighty and ever-living God, strengthen our faith, hope and love.
May we do with loving hearts what you ask of us and come to share the life you promise.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Gospel Reading - Luke 14: 1, 7-11

It happened that on a Sabbath day Jesus had gone to share a meal in the house of one
of the leading Pharisees and they watched Him closely. He then told the guests a
parable because He had noticed how they picked the places of honor. He said this:
"When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take your seat in the place of
honor. A more distinguished person than you may have been invited, and the person
who invited you both may come and say, "Give up your place to this man." And then, to
your embarrassment, you will have to go and take the lowest place.

No, when you are a guest, make your way to the lowest place and sit there, so that
when your host comes he may say "My friend, move up higher." Then, everyone with
you at the table will see you honored.

For everyone who raises himself up will be humbled, and the one who humbles himself
will be raised up."

Reflection

* Context: The Word of grace that Jesus visibly rendered with His teaching and the
cures He worked runs the risk of being suppressed. For Jesus, the event of death is
always closer, like all the prophets who have preceded him. Such a reality which
Jesus is going toward shows not only God's patience, but man'’s rejection b. By
rejecting Jesus as the one sent, the Father's only Word of grace, man condemns
himself and closes the possibility that the Father has given him access to salvation.
However, hope is not extinguished. It is possible that someday man will recognize
Jesus as “the one” who comes from the Lord and that will be a reason to rejoice.
Therefore, the conclusion of chapter 13 of Luke's Gospel makes us understand that
salvation is not a human enterprise but can only be received as an absolutely
gratuitous gift. Let us see, then, how this gift of salvation is fulfilled while always
keeping in mind this rejection of Jesus as the only one sent by God.

* Theinvitation to lunch: In the face of the danger of being reduced to silence it might
have been suggested to Jesus that He flee. Instead, He accepts the invitation to
lunch. The attitude of Jesus makes one understand that He does not fear the
attempts of aggression against His person, they Him. Inviting Him is “one of the
heads of the Pharisees,” a person who has authority. The invitation takes place on a
Saturday, an ideal day for a festive lunch which was usually taken around noon after
all had participated in the liturgy in the Synagogue. During lunch, the Pharisees
“were observing him” (v. 11): an act of supervision and control that refers to the
suspicion regarding His behavior. In other words, they observe Him, expecting that
He will do some inappropriate action regarding their law. Finally, they corner Him,
not to safeguard the observance of the law, but rather to catch Him in some gesture
of His. In the meantime, on Saturday, having cured the one suffering from dropsy
before the Pharisees and the Doctors of the Law, He expresses two reflections on
how it is necessary to accept an invitation to table and in the spirit in which the
invitation is to be given (vv. 12-14). The first one Luke calls a “parable,” that is to say,
an example, a model or a teaching to be followed. Above all, it is necessary to invite
with gratuity and with freedom of spirit. Frequently, men go ahead and ask to be
invited instead of waiting to receive an invitation. For Luke, the point of view of God
is the contrary. It is that of humility: “He has pulled down princes from their thrones
and raised high the lowly.” The call to participate in the "“great supper” of the
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Kingdom has, as a result, an improvement in the level of life for the one who is
capable to accept the invitation of salvation with gratitude.

* The last place: It is true that to cede or give up one’s own place to others is not
gratifying. It could be humiliating and is a limitation of one's pride. It is even more
humiliating and a reason to feel embarrassed when one has to move to the last place
because it is a dishonor in the eyes of all. Luke thinks of all those humiliating and
painful situations of shame in which the believer canfind himself, in the place
reserved for one who lives these events before the eyes of God and His Kingdom. The
proud, those who seek to have first places, and the important gratify themselves
because of their social position. On the contrary, when Jesus came to live among us,
“there was no place for him"” (2: 7) and He decided to remain, choosing a place among
the poor and humble people. This is why God raised Him and exalted Him. From here
comes the precious suggestion to choose His attitude, considering the last place as
a privilege. The reader may remain disturbed by these words of Jesus that
undermine the utilitarian and egoistic sense of life, but in the long run His teaching
reveals itself to be necessary to ascend on high and the way of humility that leads to

glory.
Personal Questions

* In your friendships with others, does the calculation of interest and the expectation
to receive something in exchange, prevail?

Ul,”

* Inyour relationship with others, i is there always and everywhere your “l,” even when
you do something for the brothers and sisters? Are you ready to give yourselfin what
you are?

Concluding Prayer

| thirst for God, the living God;
when shall | go to see the face of God? | have no food but tears day and night,

as all day long | am taunted, "Where is your God?" (Ps 42: 2-3)

Sunday, November 5, 2023

Thirty-First Sunday of Ordinary Time

Opening Prayer

Lord Jesus, send us the Spirit that we may read your Word free of all prejudice, so that
we may meditate upon your proclamation in its entirety and not selectively, so that we
may pray that we grow in communion with you and with our brothers and sisters, so
that we may finally act, contemplating the reality that we are living this day with your
feelings and with your mercy. You who live with the Father and who grants us Love.
Amen.

Gospel Reading — Matthew 23: 1-12

Introduction:
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This Gospel passage is the last of Jesus’ public teachings, which began with the sermon
on the mount (cc. 5-7). Jesus is in Jerusalem. The time for His arrest is close at hand,
and He is having a hard time confronting many kinds of people: the high priests, elders,
scribes, Pharisees, etc. Jesus is questioning Jewish religiosity as such, but He uses
strong words concerning the efforts of some, especially those in authority, to twist
Jewish authentic values by means of inappropriate attitudes. In this first part of
chapter 23, Matthew, reporting the words of Jesus, warns the community of early
Christians against reproducing a kind of life that is incompatible with faith in Jesus.
Behind these words, we glimpse the conflict between the budding church and the
synagogue.

A Possible Division of the Text:

* Matthew 23:1-7: Warning listeners and denouncing the attitude of the scribes and
Pharisees.

*  Matthew 23: 8-12. Recommendations to the community of disciples.
Text:

1Then, addressing the crowds and His disciples Jesus said, 2 "The scribes and the
Pharisees occupy the chair of Moses. 3 You must therefore do and observe what they
tell you; but do not be guided by what they do, since they do not practice what they
preach. 4 They tie up heavy burdens and lay them on people's shoulders, but will they
lift a finger to move them? Not they! 5 Everything they do is done to attract attention,
like wearing broader headbands and longer tassels, 6 like wanting to take the place of
honor at banquets and the front seats in the synagogues, 7 being greeted respectfully
in the market squares and having people call them Rabbi. 8 "You, however, must not
allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you have only one Master, and you are all
brothers. 9 You must call no one on earth your father, since you have only one Father,
and He is in Heaven. 10 Nor must you allow yourselves to be called teachers, for you
have only one Teacher, the Christ. 11 The greatest among you must be your servant. 12
Anyone who raises himself up will be humbled, and anyone who humbles himself will
be raised up.”

A Moment of Silence

To listen to the Spirit and let the Word of God enter and enlighten our life.

Some Questions

To whom is Jesus speaking?
With whom is Matthew conversing?
Can observance and hypocrisy live together? What is new in Jesus' message?

What attitudes mark the community of disciples of Jesus?

Meditation

These words of Jesus seem hard and argumentative. Let us try to meditate on them in
conjunction with Jesus' first discourse on the mount according to Matthew. This then
becomes a comparison between the ideal of the life of a disciple of Christ and the
attitudes that do not correspond with this ideal, seen in those who are still “under the
Law,” as Paul would say. The discourse is addressed to the crowd and especially to the
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disciples, not to the scribes and Pharisees, at least in this first part of the chapter.
However, there are also scribes who are “not far from the kingdom of God” (Mk 12: 34).
Everywhere there are those who “say and do not do.”

Concerning the teaching of the scribes who “occupy the chair of Moses,” it was real
enough in the synagogues, but this also has a symbolic reference because occupying
the chair of Moses became a sign of power, while Jesus was teaching sitting on the
ground (Mt 5:1). Jesus’ relationship with the Law is made clear in the sermon on the
mount when He says that He did not come to abolish the law but to complete it (Mt 5:
17-19). Thus authentic commmandments must be put into practice: “do what they tell you
and listen to what they say.” In the previous discourse Jesus added: “For | tell you, if
your virtue goes no deeper than that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never get
into the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt 5: 20). He followed the authentic interpretation of the
Law: “you have heard it said... but | say to you."” Jesus goes beyond the formal
observance of the Law (Mk 7:15) because the Kingdom of God has come (Mt 4:17), and
with its coming Love, is above the Law. It is no longer sufficient to have recourse to the
Law to justify the validity of religious observances (the Sabbath, the washing of hands)
nor to impose “heavy burdens.” Now reference must be made to the love of God who
alone gives final meaning to the behavior of human beings. For the disciple of Christ,
interior motives and authentic intentions are what make an action valid (Mt 6: 22-23).
By proclaiming that the kingdom of God is here, Jesus is giving us a new criterion for
action that does not suppress the Law but rather reveals its authentic meaning. The
commandment to love is the measure by which to criticize the Law. “Come to me, all
you who labor and are overburdened ..Yes, my yoke is easy and my burden light” (Mt 11:
28-30). The “heavy burdens’ are prescriptions elaborated on by oral tradition. These
may help in the observance of the Torah, but they can also bypass and supplant
human customs. Thus, they concern others but not the leaders: “will they lift a finger to
move them?'

Religiosity can also be a means of pure exhibitionism (vv. 5-7) contrary to all the
teachings of the sermon on the mount. “Be careful not to parade your good deeds
before men” (Mt 6:1). Give alms (Mt 6: 3), pray (Mt 6: 5), fast (Mt 6:16), which were the
most frequent good deeds for a Jew, must be performed “in secret” by the disciple of
Christ because their only motive is to adore God. What is more important for the
disciple is not social approval or the respect of other human beings, nor is it about titles
of honor such as “rabbj” but to be “poor in spirit” (Mt 5: 3) because he or she has placed
him/herself in the hands of God and claims nothing for him/herself. That is where
his/her treasure lies (Mt 6: 21), in heaven. This entails persecution (Mt 5: 10-11) rather than
applause or approval (Mt 23: 6-7). God is “Our Father” (Mt 6: 9), no one can take His
place. That is why the disciple of Christ must be careful not to confer titles such as
rabbi, father, or master. Importance and power obscure the fact that there is on/yone
who is rabbi, father, master and you are all brothers. When John, who baptized, saw the
true Master passing by, he sent his disciples to Him (IJn 1: 35), the only Master, and did
not keep them for himself. The community of Jesus is the one described in the
discourse on the “Beatitudes” with all its radical consequences, One community of
brothers and sisters capable of receiving God who comes to save gratuitously. The
ideal of this community is the “service” (Mt 20: 28) of the Son of Man and model of the
Church. The authority of leadership loses its attraction and is no longer an ideal, “The
greatest among you must be your servant”(conf. Mk 10: 41-44; IJn 13), andthere is no
talk of hierarchical model but of service and humility, “anyone who raises himself will
be humbled and anyone who humbles himself will be raised up.”Jesus’ words involve
more than just an argument with the scribes and Pharisees and much more than just
an exhortation to be coherent. They remind us of the identity of His disciples and of the
new way in which they are called to witness.



Prayer

Let us pray with Psalm 131

Yahweh, my heart is not haughty, | do not set my sights too high.
| have taken no part in great affairs, in wonders beyond my scope.

No, | hold myself in quiet and silence, like a little child in its mother's arms, like a little
child, so | keep myself.

Let Israel hope in Yahweh henceforth and forever.

Contemplation

Lord, you have warned me against hypocritical behavior that does not reflect the new
way that inspires the community of your disciples. How easy it is to place oneself back
in the center, to grow attached to habits and to stay still while listening to your Word.
Yes, | too am among those who “say and do not do” and your Word makes me
uncomfortable. The search for external signs, for approval, for titles and honors disturbs
my thoughts and weakens fraternity. Make my intentions and behavior as pure as were
those of your mother, Mary, so as to build a community according to your feelings and
with your same compassion for all. Amen

Monday, November 6, 2023

Ordinary Time

Opening Prayer

God of power and mercy, only with your help
can we offer you fitting service and praise.
May we live the faith we profess and trust your promise of eternal life.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading - Luke 14:12-14

Jesus said to His host, "When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or
your brothers or your relations or rich neighbors, in case they invite you back and so
repay you. No, when you have a party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind,
and then you will be blessed, for they have no means to repay you and so you will be
repaid when the upright rise again."

Reflection

The Gospel today continues to present the teaching Jesus was giving on different
themes, all related to curing in the setting of a banquet: a cure during a meal (Lk 14: 1-
6), advice not to take the places of honor (Lk 14: 7-12), and advice to invite the excluded
(Lk 14:12-14). This organization of the words of Jesus around a particular word, for
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example, table or banquet, helps one perceive the method used by the first Christians
to keep the words of Jesus in their memory.

Luke 14: 12: Interested invitation. Jesus is eating in the house of a Pharisee who has
invited Him (Lk 14: 7). The invitation to share at table is the theme of the teaching of
today’'s Gospel. There are different types of invitations: the interested invitations for
the benefit of oneself and disinterested invitations for the benefit of others. Jesus
says: "When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers
or your relations or rich neighbors, in case they invite you back and so repay you.”
That was the normal custom of the people: to invite friends, brothers and relatives to
eat. Nobody would sit at table with unknown persons. They would sit around the
table only with people who were their friends. That was the custom of the Jews. Even
now we also act in the same way. Jesus thinks differently and orders us to invite
unknown people. These were invitations which nobody used to make.

Luke 14:13-14: Disinterested invitation. Jesus says “On the contrary, when you have a
party, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind; then you will be blessed, for
they have no means to repay you. So you will be repaid when the upright rise again.”
Jesus orders them and us to break the closed circle and asks us to invite the
excluded, the poor, the crippled, the lame, and the blind. This was not the custom
then and itis not today either. But Jesus insists: “Invite these persons.” Why? Because
in the disinterested invitation, addressed to excluded and marginalized persons,
there is a source of happiness: “And then you will be blessed for they have no means
to repay you.”" This is a strange type of happiness, a diverse happiness! You will be
blessed for they have no means to repay you. It is the happiness that comes from the
fact that you have done a totally gratuitous gesture, without asking for anything.
Jesus says that this is the happiness which God will give us in the resurrection; the
happiness of the Resurrection which He will give us not only at the end of history,
but even now. To act in this way is to glimpse the happiness in the resurrection!

It is the Kingdom which will be confirmed. The advice which Jesus gives us in the
Gospel today recalls the sending out of the seventy-two on the mission of
announcing the Kingdom (Lk 10: 1-9). Among the different recommmendations given
on that occasion, as signs of the presence of the Kingdom, there is: (a) the invitation
to the table and (b) the acceptance of the excluded: “Whenever you go into a town,
where they make you welcome, eat what is put before you, cure those who are sick
and say: the Kingdom of God is very near to you!” (Lk 10: 8-9) Here, in these
recommendations, Jesus orders the transgression of that norm of legal purity which
prevented fraternal living together.

Personal Questions

An interested or disinterested invitation: which of these takes place in my life?

If you invited in a disinterested way, would this cause some difficulties? Which
ones?

Concluding Prayer

Yahweh, my heart is not haughty, | do not set my sights too high.

| have taken no part in great affairs, in wonders beyond my scope.

No, | hold myself in quiet and silence, like a little child in its mother's arms,
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like a little child, so | keep myself. (Ps131: 1-2)

Tuesday, November 7, 2023

Ordinary Time

Opening Prayer

God of power and mercy, only with your help can we offer you fitting service and praise.
May we live the faith we profess and trust your promise of eternal life.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading - Luke 14:15-24

One of those gathered round the table said to Jesus, "Blessed is he that shall eat bread
in the kingdom of God." But He said to him, "There was a man who gave a great
banquet, and he invited a large number of people. When the time for the banquet
came, he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited, saying 'Come along:
everything is ready now.' But all alike started to make excuses.

The first said, 'l have bought a piece of land and must go and see it. Please accept my
apologies.

Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen and am on my way to try them out.
Please accept my apologies.’

Yet another said, 'l have just got married and so am unable to come.’

The servant returned and reported this to his master. Then the householder, in a rage,
said to his servant, 'Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in
here the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’

'Sir,’ said the servant, 'your orders have been carried out and there is still room.’

Then the master said to his servant, 'Go to the open roads and the hedgerows and
press people to come in, to make sure my house is full; because | tell you, not one of
those who were invited shall have a taste of my banquet.”

Reflection

The Gospel today continues the reflection around themes linked to the table and the
invitation. Jesus tells the parable of the banquet. Many people had been invited, but
the majority did not go. The master of the feast was indignant because of the absence
of those who had been invited and then sent his servants to call the poor, the crippled
the blind and the lame. Even after that, there was still room. Then he ordered his
servant to invite everybody until his house was full. This parable was a light for the
communities of the time of Luke.

In the communities at the time of Luke there were Christians who had come from
Judaism and Christians who came from the Gentiles, called pagans. Not withstanding
the difference in race, class and gender, they profoundly lived the ideal of sharing and
of communion (Ac 2: 42; 4: 32; 5:12). But there were many difficulties because some
norms of legal purity prevented the Jews to eat with the pagans. Even after they had
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entered the Christian community, some of them kept this old custom of not sitting at
table with a pagan. This is the reason Peter had a conflict with the community in
Jerusalem because he entered into the house of Cornelius, a pagan, and for having
eaten with him (Ac 11: 3). Because of these problems in the communities, Luke kept a
series of teachings of Jesus regarding the banquet. (Lk 14: 1-24). The parable on which
we are meditating is an image of what was happening in the communities.

* Luke 14: 15: Blessed are those who will eat the bread of the Kingdom of God. Jesus
had finished telling two parables: one on the choice of places

e (Lk14:7-11), and the other on the choice of the guests who were invited

* (Lk 14:12-14). While listening to this parable someone who was at table with Jesus
must have picked up the importance of the teaching of Jesus and must have said:
“Blessed are those who eat the bread of the Kingdom of God!" The Jews compared
the future time of the Messiah to a banquet, characterized by gratitude and
communion (Is 25: 6; 55: 1-2; Sal 22: 27). Hunger, poverty, and the lack of so many
things made the people hope that in the future they would obtain what they were
lacking and did not have at present. The hope of the Messianic goods, usually
experienced in banqguets, was a perspective of the end of time.

* Luke 14:16-20: The great banquet is ready. Jesus responds with a parable. There was
a man who gave a great banquet, and he invited a great number of people.” But the
duty of each one prevents the guests from accepting the invitation. The first one
says: | have bought a piece of land and must go and see it!" The second | have bought
five yoke of oxen and am on my way to try them out!” The third one: “l have just got
married and so am unable to come!” In the limits of the law those persons had the
right not to accept the invitation (cf. Dt 20: 5-7).

* Luke 14: 21-22: The invitation remains, it is not cancelled. The master of the banquet
was indignant in seeing that his invitation had not been accepted. In the last
instance, the one who is indignant is precisely Jesus because the norms of the strict
observance of the law reduced the space for people to be able to live the gratuity of
an invitation to the house of friends, an invitation characterized by the fraternal spirit
and by sharing. Thus, the master of the feast orders the servants to invite the poor,
the blind, the crippled, the lame. Those who were normally excluded because they
were considered unclean, are now invited to sit around the table of the banquet.

e Luke 14: 23-24: There is still room. The banguet room is not full. Then, the master of
the house ordered the servants to invite those passing on the street. Those are the
pagans. They are also invited to sit around the table. Thus, in the banquet of the
parable of Jesus, everybody sits around the same table, Jews and pagans. At the time
of Luke, there were many problems which prevented the realization of this ideal of
the common banquet. By means of the parable Luke shows that the practice of the
banquet came precisely from Jesus.

After the destruction of Jerusalem, in the year 70, the Pharisees took over the
government in the Synagogues demanding the rigid fulfilment of the norms which
identified them as the Jewish people. The Jews who converted to Christianity were
considered a threat because they destroyed the walls which separated Israel from
other people. The Pharisees tried to force them to abandon their faith in Jesus.
Because they did not succeed, they drove them away from the Synagogues. All this
brought about a slow and progressive separation between the Jews and the
Christians which was a source of great suffering especially for the converted Jews
(Rm 9:1-5). In the parable, Luke indicates very clearly that these converted Jews were
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not unfaithful to their people. To the contrary: they are the ones who are invited and
accept the invitation. They are the true continuation of Israel. Those who were
unfaithful were those who did not accept the invitation and did not want to
recognize Jesus the Messiah (Lk 22: 66; Ac 13: 27).

Personal Questions

* In general, which are the persons who are invited and which are the persons who in
general are not invited to our feasts?

*  Which are the reasons which today limit the participation of persons in society and
in the Church? And which are the reasons that some give to exclude themselves
from the community? Are they just reasons?

Concluding Prayer

Full of splendor and majesty His work, His saving justice stands firm forever.

He gives us a memorial of His great deeds; Yahweh is mercy and tenderness. (Ps 111: 3-4)

Wednesday, November 8, 2023

Ordinary Time

Opening Prayer

God of power and mercy, only with your help can we offer you fitting service and praise.
May we live the faith we profess and trust your promise of eternal life.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading - Luke 14: 25-33

Great crowds accompanied Jesus on His way and He turned and spoke to them.
"Anyone who comes to me without hating father, mother, wife, children, brothers,
sisters, and yes, his own life too, cannot be my disciple. No one who does not carry his
cross and come after me can be my disciple.

And indeed, which of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and
work out the cost to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the
foundation and then found himself unable to finish the work, anyone who saw it would
start making fun of him and saying, ‘Here is someone who started to build and was
unable to finish.'

Or again, what king marching to war against another king would not first sit down and
consider whether with ten thousand men he could stand up to the other who was
advancing against him with twenty thousand? If not, then while the other king was still
a long way off, he would send envoys to sue for peace.

So in the same way, none of you can be my disciple without giving up all that he owns.”

Reflection
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The Gospel today speaks about discipleship and presents the conditions to be a
disciple of Jesus. Jesus is on the way to Jerusalem where He will die soon on the Cross.
This is the context in which Jesus speaks about discipleship.

Luke 14: 25: An example of catechesis. The Gospel today is a beautiful example of how
Luke transforms the words of Jesus into catechesis for the people in the
communities. He says: “Great crowds accompanied him. He turned and spoke to
them.” Jesus speaks to the great crowd, that is, He speaks to all, to the persons of the
communities at the time of Luke, and today He speaks for us. In the teaching which
follows, Jesus gives the conditions for those who want to be His disciples.

Luke 14: 25-26: First condition: to hate father and mother. Some reduce the force of
the word to hate and translate it as “to prefer Jesus to one's own parents.” The
original text uses the expression “to hate one's parents.” In another place, Jesus says
one must love and respect one's parents (Lk 18: 20). How can this contradiction be
explained? Is it a contradiction? The force of the word is typically Semitic. Matthew
uses the terms “loves father or mother more,” which shows the meaning of hate is
rather to /ove /ess. At the time of Jesus, social and economic conditions led families
to become self-contained. This prevented them from fulfilling the law of ransom or
liberation (goel) which calls one to help one’s brothers and sisters in community
(clan) who were in danger of losing their land or becoming slaves (cf. Dt 15: 1-18; Lv
25: 23-43). Closed in upon themselves, the families weakened life in the community.
Jesus wants to reconstruct life in community. This is why He asks to put an end to
the restricted vision of the small family. He asks the family to open itself and be
united by the larger family of community. This is the sense of hating father and
mother, and wife, sons, sisters and brothers. Himself When His family wants to take
Him back to Nazareth, Jesus does not sympathize with their request. He ignores or
hates their petition and extends His family saying: “Behold, my mother and my
brothers! Anyone who does the will of God, is my brother, sister and mother” (Mk 3:
20-21, 31-35). The family bonds of union cannot prevent the formation of the
Community. This is the first condition.

Luke 14: 27: Second condition: to carry the cross. “No one who does not carry his cross
and come after me can be my disciple.” In order to understand the importance of
this second requirement we have to look at the context in which Luke places this
word of Jesus. Jesus is going toward Jerusalem to be crucified and to die. To follow
Jesus and to carry the cross means to go with Him up to Jerusalem to be crucified
with him. This recalls the attitude of the women who “followed and served Him
when He was still in Galilee, and many others who went up to Jerusalem with him”
(MK 15: 47). This also reminds us of Paul's phrase in the Letter to the Galatians: “But
as for me, it is out of the question that | should boast at all, except of the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom the world has been crucified to me, and | to the
world" (Ga 6: 14)

Luke 14: 28-32: Two parables. Both of these parables have the same objective: that
people may think well before making a decision. In the first parable, He says “which
of you here, intending to build a tower, would not first sit down and work out the
cost to see if he had enough to complete it? Otherwise, if he laid the foundation and
then found himself unable to finish the work, anyone who saw it would start making
fun of him and saying: Here is someone who started to build and was unable to
finish!” This parable needs no explanation. It speaks for itself. Let each one reflect
well on his/her way of following Jesus and ask him/herself if he/she values the
conditions before making the decision to become a disciple of Jesus.
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* The second parable: Or again, “which king marching to war against another king
would not first sit down and consider whether with ten thousand men he could
stand up to the other who was advancing against him with twenty thousand? If not,
then while the other king was still a long way off, he would send envoys to sue for
peace.” This parable has the same purpose of the one before. Some ask: “How is it
that Jesus uses an example of war?” The question is a pertinent one for us who today
know the wars. The Second World War (1939-1945) caused the death to about 54
million people! At that time, though, the wars were similar to commercial
competition between enterprises which today struggle among themselves to obtain
the greatest profit or gain at the expense of the other.

* Luke 14: 33: Conclusion for discipleship. The conclusion is only one: to be Christian, to
follow Jesus, is something serious. For many people today, to be Christian is not a
personal choice, and neither is it a decision for life, but a simple cultural
phenomenon. They do not even think of making a choice. Anyone who is born a
Brazilian is a Brazilian. He who is born Japanese is Japanese. He does not have to
choose. He is born like that and will die like that. Many people are Christians because
they were born so |, without ever choosing their faith.

Personal Questions

* To be a Christian is something serious. | have to think out well my way of following
Jesus. How does this take place in my life?

* “To hate one's parents,” community or family! How do | put together these two
things? Am | capable of harmonizing them?

Concluding Prayer

Yahweh is my light and my salvation, whom should | fear?

Yahweh is the fortress of my life, whom should | dread? (Sal 27:1)

Thursday, November 9, 2023

Ordinary Time

Opening Prayer

God of power and mercy, protect us from all harm. Give us freedom of spirit and health
in mind and body to do your work on earth.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Gospel Reading - John 2:13-22

When the time of the Jewish Passover was near Jesus went up to Jerusalem, and in the
temple, He found people selling cattle and sheep and doves, and the money changers
sitting there.
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Making a whip out of cord, He drove them all out of the temple, sheep and cattle as
well, scattered the money changers' coins, knocked their tables over and said to the
dove sellers, "Take all this out of here and stop using my Father's house as a market."
Then His disciples remembered the words of scripture: | am eaten up with zeal for
Your house.

The Jews intervened and said, "What sign can you show us that you should act like
this?"

Jesus answered, "Destroy this Temple, and in three days | will raise it up."

The Jews replied, "It has taken forty-six years to build this temple: are you going to raise
it up again in three days?" But He was speaking of the Temple that was His body, and
when Jesus rose from the dead, His disciples remmembered that He had said this, and
they believed the scripture and what He had said.

Reflection

* Context. Our passage contains a clear and unmistakable teaching of Jesus in the
temple. Previously John the Baptist had given witness of Jesus saying that He was
the Messiah (1. 29). The first disciples, on the indication of the Baptist, have
recognized Him as the Lamb of God. A quality of the Messiah: to inaugurate a new
Passover and covenant and bring about the definitive liberation of man (Jn 1: 35-5]1)
In Cana, Jesus works a first sign to show His glory (Jn 2: 1-12). The glory becomes
visible. It can be contemplated, and therefore it manifests itself. It is the glory of the
Father present in the person of Jesus which manifests itself at the beginning of His
activity in this way, anticipating His “hour” (17:1). In what way is His glory manifested?
God gratuitously restores a new relationship with man. He unites him intimately to
Him giving him the capacity to love like He loves, through the Spirit who purifies the
heart of man and makes Him son of God. But, it is necessary to recognize the
immutable love of God, manifested in Jesus, responding with faith, with a personal
adherence.

e Jesus and the Temple. Now Jesus is in the temple in Jerusalem fulfilling the
prophecy of Malachi (Ml 3:1-3). He proclaims Himself Messiah. His teaching produces
tension. Now the reader understands how the great disputes with the Jews always
take place in the temple, where Jesus pronounces His substantial denunciations. His
task is to lead the people outside the temple (2: 15; 10: 4). In the last instance Jesus
was condemned because He represented a danger to the temple and for the people.
Jesus goes to Jerusalem on the occasion of the Passover of the Jews to manifest
Himself in public and to reveal to all that He is the Messiah. During that feast
Jerusalem is full of pilgrims who have come from all parts, and therefore His
actions would have had a great effect on the whole of Palestine. When He arrived in
Jerusalem He immediately is seen in the temple where there are a number of people
selling cattle, sheep and doves and the money changers sitting there. The encounter
in the temple is not with persons who seek God but dealers of the sacred. The
amount paid to be able to open a stand to be able to sell was given to the high priest.
Jesus chooses this occasion (the Passover) this place (the temple) to give a sign. He
takes a whip, an instrument which was a symbol of the Messiah who punishes vices
and evil practices, and He drives out these people from the temple, together with
the cattle and sheep. It is worthy to note His act against those selling the doves (v.
15). The dove was an animal used for the propitiatory holocausts (Lv 9: 14-17), in the
sacrifices of expiation and of purification (Lv 12, 8; 15, 14.29), and especially if those
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who offered it were poor (Lv 5: 7; 14: 22, 30ff). The sellers, those who sold the doves,
sold reconciliation with God for money.

The house of my Father. The expression wants to indicate that Jesus in His actions
behaves as a Son. He represents the Father in the world. They have transformed the
worship of God into a market, a place for trading. The temple is no longer the place
of encounter with God, but a market where the presence of money is in force.
Worship has become the pretext to gain more. Jesus attacks the central institution
of Israel, the temple, the symbol of the people and of the election. He denounces that
the temple has been deprived of its historical function, to be the sign of the dwelling
of God in the midst of His people. The fir