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INDEX OF SUBJECTS 
 

N.B. References are to article numbers. 
 
 

A 
Abstinence from meat:  

a penitential practice: 40;  

dispensation from obligation: 346, 394 

Acceptance of election: 246, 248, 334 

Acquired rights: are confirmed in order of precedence: 205 

Activities:  

connection with common life: 32;  

distribution and choice of tasks or activities: 33;  

avoidance of excessive activity and life styles not in harmony with 
community: 34;  

formation activity of novices: 147-148;  

list in catalogue of the Order: 267. See also Apostolic Mission of 
Carmel. 

Acts, administrative, financial, legal: 403 

Administration of goods: 398-405. See also Material Goods 

Advice:  

when required from people they must be summoned: 218;  

must give their opinion: 223;  

superior acts invalidly if he has not consulted them: 212 

Affiliates of the Order:  

belong to the Carmelite family, 28;  

affiliation through the scapular, 89 

Age limits:  

30 years for prior provincial: 340;  

35 years for prior general: 277 

Agreement, written:  

between local Ordinary and prior provincial for erection of a parish: 
100;  

for a religious who lives in another province: 202;  

to be made on admission to postulancy and novitiate: 415 

Aims, for community life (progetto comunitario): 31 
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Albert, St., law giver: 8, 14 

Allegiance to Christ: “living in”: 2, 11, 14 

Annual vacation for religious: 33 

Apostolate: see Apostolic Mission of Carmel 

Apostolic life:  

demanded of Order: 9;  

characteristic of charism: 10;  

see also Apostolic mission of Order 

Apostolic mission of Carmel:  

general considerations: 91-96;  

apostolate is integral part of charism: 91;  

various forms of apostolic service (diakonia) and harmonisation with 
charism of Order and community: 92;  

criteria for discernment: 93;  

response to needs of the people: 94;  

promotes growth in search for God and life of prayer: 95;  

example of Mary: 95;  

example of Elijah the prophet: 96;  

commitment to ecumenism and inter-faith dialogue: 96;  

in the local church: 97-105;   

motivation and purpose of service in the local church: 97-99;  

mission in parishes: 100;  

acceptance of parishes: 100, 101;  

office of pastor (parish priest): 102-104;  

religious with diocesan posts: 102-103;  

missionary activity ad gentes: 105;  

concern for Carmelite family: 106-109;  

apostolic mission and application of justice and peace in the world: 
110-116;  

to be discussed in meetings of religious: 384 

Apostolic works: see Apostolic mission of Carmel 

Application of decrees of Holy See or local Episcopal Conference in 
communities: 393 

Assignation of house for other purposes: 187 

Assistant Provincial:  

may be elected by Provincial Chapter: 321;  
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may be nominated by Prior Provincial: 371 

Audit of expenses of general chapter: 271 

Authentic interpretation:  

of the Constitutions and other codes of proper law: 193;  

of provincial statutes: 197, 363 

Authority: 206-216; strengthening unity: 206 

Autonomy of provincial commissariat: 180 

 

B 
Baptism: charismatic nature developed in the religious life: 5 

Belt, leather: part of habit: 41 

Bible: see Sacred Scripture. 

Bishop, diocesan:  

pastor (parish priest) must be presented to him: 102;  

can appoint a religious to a diocesan post: 102;  

parish priest and religious who hold diocesan offices are subject to 
his jurisdiction in pastoral matters: 103;  

every religious in priest’s orders is a collaborator with him in pastoral 
work;  

gives written consent to found a house: 186; to change its purpose: 
187;  

is consulted regarding the suppression of a house: 188;  

see also Local Ordinary 

Brothers living outside a house: 35, 346 

Brothers of the Blessed Virgin Mary of Mount Carmel: 6, 12, 29 

Bursar General:  

task: 307, 400;  

member of General Council: 293;  

elected by general chapter: 294;  

length of term of office: 295;  

procedure in case of vacancy: 305;  

prayers in case of death in office: 39; see also Bursar 
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Bursar:  

requirements and duties: 399;  

assisted by  finance commission: 400;  

carries out his duties as service: 402;  

can be delegated to represent in administrative, juridical and financial 
affairs 

 

C 
Calculation of votes:  

in elections: 245;  

in election of local prior of a canonically erected house: 390;  

in election of prior provincial: 343 

Candidates for the religious life in the Order:  

guidelines for formation and relationship with religious: 120; 

 accompanied by mature formators: 121;  

responsibility for the formation process: 126;  

criteria for their formation: 127;  

admission to the pre-novitiate: 136;  

admission to the novitiate: 138;  

their capacities to be taken into account: 140;  

pre-novitiate retreat: 141; admission to simple profession: 152;  

see also: Formation, Dismissal and Departure from Order. 

Cappuce: part of habit: 41 

Carmel:  

mountain in Palestine, birthplace of the Order: 7, 9;  

first church dedicated to Mary: 12 

Carmelite family:  

members: 28;  

fraternal links in sharing: 37;  

concern by the brothers for it: 106-109;  

special area of responsibility in General Council: 303 

Carmelite spirituality:  

characteristics: 12;  

study centres: 166, 167, 173;  

special area of responsibility for general council: 303 

Carmelites:  



  General Index 

  

gathered together by patriarch Albert from whom they receive a 
formula for living: 8;  

transfer to the west and approval of formula for living as a true rule: 
9-10;  

study the way to match their ideal with the current needs of the 
Church: 13;  

dimensions of contemplation, fraternity and service in their charism: 
14-24;  

inspired by biblical figures of Elijah: 25, 26 and Mary: 25, 27; 

the process of formation: 117-188;  

engaged in permanent conversion of the heart and spiritual 
transformation as a life-long process: 118;   

see also Order of Carmelites  

Cases:  

must be introduced through administrative channels: 214;  

in provincial chapters: 333;  

in general chapter: 271, 274 

Catalogue of the Order: 267 

Centres of spirituality and study:  

to be established and developed: 68;  

at various levels: 166, 173;  

General Council’s attitude to them: 303 

Cessation: from the office: 

of prior provincial: 352;  

from the posts of provincial officials: 374;  

see also Removal from office, renunciation. 

Chapter commissions of provincial chapters: 336 

Chapters in general:  

jurisdiction: 210;  

with reference to penalties: 215;  

as collegial acts: 212, 217-225 

Characteristics of formators of novices: 144 

Charism and mission of Carmel: 1-24;  

relationship between common charism and personal gifts: 30 
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Chastity:  

call and gift to God and the kingdom: 59;  

Christ’s example: 60;  

transformation of our love: 61;  

its mystical, social and political value: 62; attitudes to cultivate: 63 

Church on Mount Carmel:  

built by Carmelites and dedicated to Mary: 12 

Church:  

as sacrament of God’s unity and that of human race: 1;  

the Spirit works in it: 13;  

exemplary role of early Christian community: 8, 30 

Co-operation:  

in chapters: 217;  

to be promoted by provincial councillors: 361; 

Co-operation:  

in formation at various levels: 164;  

with superiors: 206 

Co-ordination:  

by provincial councillors: 361 

Co-responsibility:  

in formation: 125, 126, 144;  

in encouraging vocations: 131; 

Collegial Acts: 212, 217-225;  

see also general chapter Acts, Provincial Chapter Acts, Provincial 
Council Acts. 

Colour of habit: 41 

Common good:  

the goal of all acts of superiors: 207;  

must be promoted in chapters and other collegial acts: 217;  

all priors must ensure it: 208;  

the special duty of the provincial council to promote it: 361 

Common table: 31 

Communication:  

mass media: 34;  

to increase common good: 207 

Community, Carmelite life:  
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its nature and expression: 29-42;  

its centre and high point is the Eucharist celebrated in common: 70; 

to be lived in the spirit of Elijah and under the protection of the 
Virgin Mary: 30;  

tends to a deeper union: 31;  

its moments of greater intensity and their importance: 31;  

community meetings: 31;  

link between activities outside the house and community life: 32;  

favours personal growth at all levels: 33;  

harmonises the distribution and taking on of work: 33;  

mass media: 34;  

each community must have a sufficient number of religious: 35;  

association with religious who live outside the house: 35; 

must have an authentic and meaningful life-style for vocations: 119; 

responsibilities of formation communities: 126, 144;  

must be promoted by superiors: 207;  

see also Prayer, Fraternity, Apostolic mission 

Community, of goods:  

witness to unity in Christ and fraternal harmony with the brothers: 4; 

 according to the Rule: 11;  

attention to and sharing of Order’s goods: 37;  

distribution of province’s goods can be determined by provincial 
chapter: 321 

Community: as Carmelite life: 29-42;  

must co-operate in formation of candidates: 144;  

service in parishes: 104;  

see also Local chapter, Fraternity, Prayer. Apostolic mission, 
Community life.  

Concelebration: see Eucharist 

Conditions: when attached to a vote render it null and void: 241 

Confession: see Reconciliation 

Confirmation:  

of elections: 248;  

not required for election of prior general and members of his council: 
249;  

required for election of prior provincial and other elections: 249;  
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Congregations of sisters: see Affiliates of the Order 

Consecration to Christ in the religious life: 5 

Consent:  

when required those to give it must be summoned: 218;  

and give their opinion: 223;  

a superior acts invalidly if he does not have consent: 212;  

Constitutions:  

are part of proper law: 189;  

contain fundamental norms for life: 190;  

their observance: 190;  

general chapter approves, modifies, suspends or abrogates them: 191;  

must be observed to ensure the common good: 207;  

are like a living spring which nourished Carmelite life: 416;  

who can dispense from disciplinary provisions in them: 198 

Consultation, for candidates for offices of prior provincial and provincial 
councillors: 331, 333, 341 

Contemplation:  

characteristic of the Order’s tradition: 17;  

its evangelical and ecclesial value: 18;  

attitude of openness to God: 79;  

is strengthened by silent prayer: 80 

Contemplative dimension: 14, 15, 16-18 

Contributions:  

to be made to a province: 321;  

to be made by provinces to the Curia: 401;  

percentages assigned by General Council: 401;  

changes to them: 401 

Conversion to the gospel: 40 

Convocation of gremiales:  

by whom: 218;  

who must be convoked and procedure: 234;  

for general chapter: 260;  

for provincial chapter: 323;  

for local chapter: 218, 219, 393 

Council of local prior:  

when to set one up: 385;  
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its function: 386;  

see also Local councillors 

Council of Major Superior:  

gives consent for the removal of active and passive voice: 204;  

see also Council, General Council, Provincial Council. 

Council of prior general:  

composition: 293;  

must give its consent to the prior general: to erect, transfer or suppress 
a novitiate house: 140;  

or to allow more than one novitiate house in a province: 140;  

to readmit to the Order one who has left: 150;  

for the institution of various bodies (delegations, regions, etc.) 177;  

for the institution of a general delegation: 184;  

for the granting and naming of a superior and councillors to it: 184;  

for the institution of a region: 177;  

for the institution, change or suppression of a general commissariat: 
178, 181;  

for the erection of a province: 178, 182;  

for union or changes in boundaries of them: 178;  

for suppression of them: 178;  

for the distribution of goods in a suppressed province or 
commissariat: 178;  

for the erection of a provincial commissariat: 180;  

for its redefinition or suppression: 180;  

for the erection of a new house: 186;  

for the suppression of a house: 188;  

outside the general chapter, to approve, modify, suspend or abrogate 
general codes of the Order’s law: 192;  

for its authentic interpretation: 193;  

to approve the statutes of various bodies in the Order: 195;  

to issue decrees for the whole Order: 196;  

for the acceptance of a postulation: 226, 253;  

to convoke an extraordinary general chapter: 257;  

to anticipate or defer a general chapter: 278;  

to remove a prior provincial from office: 278;  

to nominate the president of the Institutum Carmelitanum: 278;  
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the General Archivist: 278;  

the Secretary general: 308;  

the secretaries for the special areas of interest: 308;  

possible co-secretaries: 309;  

the Postulator General: 312;  

the delegate for social communications: 312;  

other general officials: 312;  

replacements for any of the general offices which become vacant: 278;  

to transfer religious: 278;  

to convoke a General Congregation: 285;  

to approve the acts of a provincial chapter: 338;  

to approve the Order’s Financial Directory: 399;  

to allow a provincial chapter to elect a brother from another province 
to the office of prior provincial: 340;  

to dispense from temporary vows: 407;  

must give its opinion to the prior general: to dispense in disciplinary 
matters: 198;  

to designate officials of the general chapter: 271;  

to issue decrees for the celebration of a provincial chapter in a newly 
erected province: 320;  

to accept the resignation of a prior provincial from office: 352. 

See also Council of the Major Superior, General Council. 

Council of Provinces:  

a consultative organ for specific subjects: 288;  

members: 289;  

convocation: 290 

Council of the Prior Provincial: 356, 357;  

must give its consent to the prior provincial: to make an agreement with 
a local Ordinary for the erection of a parish: 100;  

for the inclusion of apostolic activities in the novitiate: 147;  

gives a deliberative vote for admission to solemn vows: 157;  

for the authentic interpretation of provincial statutes: 363;  

for the institution of the secretariat or preparatory commission for a 
provincial chapter: 324;  

for the removal from office of provincial or local officials 346;  

to give permission to a religious to live outside a house: 346;  

to change those with voice before a provincial chapter: 350;  
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to nominate a provincial commissary, priors, and local officials 
according the provisions of the provincial statutes: 362;  

the novice master: 362;  

one or more people in charge of formation: 362; 

the provincial bursar: 362;  

the delegate for the nuns and sisters: 362;  

other provincial officials: 362; to replace officials in case of vacancy: 
363;  

to establish an extraordinary contribution from the houses: 363;  

for the authentic interpretation of provincial statutes: 363;  

to anticipate or defer a provincial chapter: 363;  

to accept the resignation of a local prior from office or his removal 
before the end of the three-year term: 395;  

must give its consent to the vicar prior provincial if he wishes to make 
some change: 351;  

must give its advice to the prior provincial for the presentation of a friar 
to the local Ordinary  for a diocesan office: 102 §2;  

to dispense from disciplinary laws: 198;  

to accept the resignation of provincial officials: 374;  

to deny renewal of temporary profession: 407 §2; 

must give its advice to the provincial chapter president for the 
nomination of chapter officials: 333;  

see also Council of Major Superior, Provincial Council.  

Councillor of provincial commissary: 375, 377 

Courses:  

theological and biblical to be attended: 161;  

formation, especially Carmelite: 173;  

see also Formation 

Criteria:  

for adaptation of way of life: 13;  

for new candidates: 127, 144;  

for formators: 128, 130;  

in government of Order must be indicated by general chapter: 259 

Cultures:  

ways of incarnating life-style in them: 13, 91;  

open attitude to them: 160;  
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D 
Deceased:  

prayers for: 39; 

 information to be given: 39 

Decrees:  

issued by prior general and his council: 196;  

confirmation by following general chapter: 196;  

issued by prior provincial and other major superiors: 197;  

by provincial council: 361;  

by the Council of Provinces: 288;  

by the General Congregation: 287;  

by the general chapter: 259 

Decrees of the Holy See and local Episcopal Conference:  

to be made known to religious: 393 

Delegate for formation:  

of the prior general for formation: 125;  

responsibilities: 126;  

promotes application of RIVC: 129;  

of prior provincial for formation: 125, 126 

Delegate for lay Carmelites: 109 

Delegate for social communication: 311 

Delegate for the Carmelite nuns and sisters: provincial: 107, 362;  

general: 107, 305, 311 

Delegates:  

to provincial chapter: 317; 319; 330;  

to general chapter: 258; 263; 266 

Departure from Order: 406-415;  

see also Dismissal, Dispensation, Exclaustration 

Devolutionary recourse: 216 

Devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary:  

see Veneration of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Diaconate:  

solemn profession must precede reception: 162  

Diakonia:  

see Service in the midst of the people 



  General Index 

  

Dialogue:  

searching for God’s will: 11;  

fraternal meaning: 19, 30;  

part of community life: 31;  

way to reach mature and responsible obedience: 48;  

education in it: 63;  

before making appointments: 233;  

in preparation for proposals to send to general chapter: 263;  

prior provincial’s visitations: 347;  

in community meetings and gatherings: 31, 384 

Directions for government:  

given by provincial chapter: 321;  

by general chapter: 259 

Discernment:  

guide for virtues: 16;  

in the incarnation of charism: 28;  

community exercise: 31;  

on activities: 33;  

life-long: 40;  

education in it: 46;  

means for fraternal dialogue: 48;  

on its presence: 54;  

criteria for apostolic mission: 93, 94;  

vocations: 131 

Dismissal from the Order: 406, 411, 412, 413 

Dispensation: 

 from temporary vows: 407;  

from solemn vows: 409;  

notification of indult: 410;  

effects: 413;  

help to be given to those who leave the Order: 414 

Dispensation in disciplinary matters:  

given by: 198;  

procedure for granting: 199;  

validity: 199;  
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from fast and abstinence: 346, 394;  

from recitation of Liturgy of the Hours: 346, 394;  

from some provision of provincial statutes: 346 

Divine Office: see Liturgy of the Hours 

Doctor: opinion on health of prior general: 281 

Documents of the Holy See, local Episcopal Conference or of the Order: 

study of them: 31;  

must be known and acted upon: 393;  

must be preserved in provincial archive: 372 

Documents, of preparatory commission: 

for provincial chapter: 329, 336;  

for general chapter: 262, 264 

Duties of formators: 128 

 

E 
Ecumenism:  

participation in ecumenical movement and inter-faith dialogue: 96 

Education:  

professional and technical: 160;  

a special area for General Council: 303 

Effective period of time (tempo utile):  

for news of vacancy in an office: 229;  

for acceptance of election: 246;  

to hold an election: 250 

Election by acclamation (is prohibited): 225 

Election to offices: 226; confirmation: 226 

Electors: must be summoned: 218, 234 

Elijah’s well: birthplace of Order: 7  

Elijah, prophet and saint:  

model and source of inspiration: 25-26;  

other references to his example: 7, 12, 30, 79, 96, 115;  

liturgical celebration: 88 

Elisha, prophet and saint: liturgical celebration: 88 

Episcopal Conferences:  

religious must know their decisions: 393;  
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regarding works of penance: 40 

Erection of a house, commissariat, province:  

see under various entries 

Eremetical life: that of first Carmelites: 7, 8, 10 

Eremetical trait in Order: 7, 8 

Eucharist:  

celebrated in common: 11, 31, 69, 73;  

centre and high point of community: 70 

Evangelical counsels: see Religious vows 

Evangelical life: is a gift of the Holy Spirit: 3 

Evangelisation: area of special responsibility in General Council: 303 

Ex-prior general: 258, 284; prayers for deceased: 39 

Exclaustration: requested or imposed: 406 

Exemption from jurisdiction of local Ordinary: 174 

Exercise of office: prohibited before confirmation of election: 248 

Experiences, mutual exchange: 31, 130 

Experts, lay: co-operation with: 307 

Experts:  

in preparatory commission for provincial chapter: 325;  

members of preparatory commission for general chapter: 262;  

in subjects to be discussed by general chapter: 268, 269;  

accompany prior provincial to General Congregation: 286 

 

F 
Facilitators, or experts: 33 

Faculties: see under entries for various superiors 

Familiarity with life of Mary: 12, 27 

Fast: 40, 394; dispensation from: 346 

Faults: to be corrected in charity: 11 

Flos Carmeli or other Marian anthems to be sung each day: 87 

Following of Christ through evangelical counsels: 4, 43 

Formation:  

Carmelite: 117-120;  

ministry of formation: 121-130;  

vocation ministry: 131-133;  
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general considerations on the process of formation: 134;  

pre-novitiate: 135-138;  

novitiate: 139-151;  

period of simple vows: 152-155;  

from solemn profession onwards: 156-158;  

formation for various ministries: 159-167;  

specifically Carmelite: 137, 139, 144, 152, 163, 169, 171, 173; 

 cultural and technical: 160, 161;  

integrated with other areas: 163;  

co-operation at various levels: 164;  

aided by library: 165;  

ongoing formation: 168-173;  

area of special responsibility in the General Council: 303;  

see also Pre-novitiate, Novitiate 

Formators:  

responsibility for formation: 121;  

appointment: 122;  

support which they need: 122;  

assisted by a team: 123;  

by the prior provincial and council: 124;  

criteria for ministry: 128, 130;  

in the novitiate: 144;  

to be consulted for inclusion of apostolic activity in novitiate 
programme: 147;  

nominated by prior provincial and council: 362;  

see also Formation 

 

Formula for living:  

given by St. Albert: 8;  

approved as a Rule by Innocent IV: 9;  

new inspiration: 14 

Fraternal correction: according to the Rule: 11; see also Fraternity 

Fraternal life:  

witness to an intimate union with Christ: 3;  

characteristic of Order’s charism: 10;  

see also Fraternity 
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Fraternity:  

part of charism of Order: 11, 14, 15, 19-20;  

the Holy Trinity is source and model: 29;  

fraternity and dialogue: 30;  

community is an authentic expression of it and a place for human 
growth: 32;  

fraternal openness to others: 29, 30;  

sharing of feelings: 31;  

hospitality to brothers, relatives and others: 36;  

sharing of Order’s goods: 37; 

personal and community conversion: 40;  

relations with religious living outside the house: 35;  

see also Community, Carmelite life, Eucharist, Community life 

 

G 
General Archivist:  

appointed by prior general with the consent of his council: 278 

General Chapter Acts:  

drawn up by general chapter Secretariat: 261, together with 
commission for the revision of the acts: 271 

General Chapter:  

has supreme authority in the Order: 255;  

its nature and aims: 255-174;  

ordinary: 256; extraordinary: 257;  

members: 258, 239;  

tasks: 259;  

rules for its celebration: 270;  

validity of its prescriptions: 194;  

approves, amends, suspends and abrogate the Constitutions: 191; 

 other codes of law: 192;  

gives authentic interpretation: 193;  

way of making law: 210;  

judicial power: 213;  

determines erection, limits and suppression of provinces and purpose 
of goods: 178;  
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can institute new General Delegations, Regions, etc. Or confirm their 
institution: 177, 184;  

confirms decrees issued by prior general and his Council in previous 
six years: 196;  

approves Financial Directory of the Order: 399;  

see also General Chapter Acts, Chapters in general 

General Commissariat:  

has its own structure in the Order: 177;  

erection and suppression: 180-181;  

when it may become a province: 182; 

norms for provinces to be applied except where otherwise indicated: 
183  

General Commissary:  

is a major superior: 209;  

is a member of the General Congregation: 286;  

is a gremialis of the general chapter: 258;  

can send a proxy: 239;  

place in order of precedence: 205 

General Commissions: meetings prepared for by General Secretariat: 310 

General Congregation: 285-287;  

convocation: 285;  

members: 286;  

tasks: 287;  

can modify provinces’ contributions to the Curia: 401 

General Council: 293-299;  

composition as a collegial body: 293;  

composition as council of the prior general: 293;  

distinction between acting as one or the other: 296;  

has judicial, executive and legislative power: 213;  

members elected by general chapter: 259, 294;  

no confirmation of election required: 249;  

quality of it members: 301;  

length of term of office of members: 295;  

members are gremiales of general chapter: 258;  

of General Congregation: 286;  

of Council of Provinces: 289;  
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meetings are prepared by Secretary general: 310;  

required quorum and procedure for making up a quorum: 297;  

other general officials may participate in it: 293;  

hears the opinion of officials and other experts: 293, 298, 299; 

 encourages contacts with major superiors of the Order: 299;  

criteria for operation of various offices: 302;  

areas of responsibility: 303;  

participation of a member in a provincial chapter as socius of prior 
general: 304;  

must be informed of resignation of prior general: 280;  

contributions from provinces: 401;  

can change these contributions: 401;  

prayers for a deceased member: 39.  

It is the prerogative of the General Council with the prior general to see 
that norms are put into practice: 210;  

to approve  the RIVC: 129;  

to set up the preparatory commission and Secretariat for a general 
chapter: 260;  

to nominate judges for a general chapter: 213;  

to replace one of the members of the council is case of vacancy: 305 

 

General Councillor for Asia, Africa and Australia: 293;  

see also General Councillor 

General Councillor for Latin America: 293;  

see also General Councillor 

 

General Councillor for Northern-Central Europe and North America: 293;  

 see also General Councillor 

General Councillor Mediterranean Europe: 293;  

see also General Councillor 

General Councillor:  

number: 293;  

member of General Council: 293;  

election by general chapter: 294;  

once elected does not require confirmation: 249;  

is a gremialis of General Council: 293;  
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of general chapter: 258;  

of General Congregation: 286;  

of Council of Provinces: 289;  

place in order of precedence: 205;  

length of term of office: 295;  

qualities: 301; 

criteria for carrying out tasks: 302;  

can have an area of responsibility: 303;  

can take part in provincial chapter as socius of prior general: 304;  

in case of vacancy how to be replaced: 305;  

prayers in case of death while in office: 39 

General Curia: list of members in Order’s catalogue: 267 

General Delegate, of a General Delegation:  

nomination and office: 184;  

is a gremialis of general chapter: 258;  

conditions for and participation in General Congregation: 286;  

member of Council of Provinces: 289 

General Delegation:  

structure that can be instituted by general chapter or prior general 
with consent of council: 177;  

erection, purpose, offices, proper statutes: 184 

General Financial Commission: 400;  

suggests changes to percentage contributions in extraordinary 
circumstances: 401; . 

frequency of meetings: 405 

General Financial Directory of the Order:  

content: 399;  

approval: 399;  

gives norms on composition of General Financial Commission: 400 

General Secretariat: 260, 261, 263, 265 

Gift and mission of Order: 1-13 

Gospel:  

is the norm for living: 1, 2;  

following it: 2, 54, 144, 255, 384;  

basis for renewal: 13;  

for discernment: 13, 40, 81;  
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requires conversion to it: 40;  

its demands: 47, 109;  

present in community: 48;  

need to proclaim it: 105, 113;  

is yeast of society: 109;  

in religious formation: 128, 144 

Government:  

levels of participation in Order: 175;  

direction must be given by provincial chapter: 321;  

and by general chapter: 259;  

see also under Chapters, Advice, House, Province, local prior, Prior 
Provincial, Prior General, Superior, Major Superior 

Gremiales:  

obliged to take part in chapters: 217;  

of local chapter: 203;  

of provincial chapter: 317-, 318, 320, 322, 329, 332, 338;  

of general chapter: 258, 273, 294 

 

H 
History and spirituality of the Order:  

some historical notes: 7-11;  

study and research: 166, 167; 
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Holy Land:  

re-conquest of by Crusaders: 7;  

love of Carmelites for: 8 

Holy Roman Pontiff:  

Carmelites are subject to him alone: 174;  

prayer for deceased: 39;  

Holy See:  

decrees must be known by religious: 393;  

letter from it to general chapter: 271;  

removal of prior provincial: 278;  

report on state of Order to be sent to it: 279;  

procurator general deals with it: 306 

Holy Spirit: gives gifts gratuitously: 2 

Hospitality: to be offered to relatives and others: 36 

House (convento):  

its aim: 32;  

authentic expression of fraternity: 32;  

place of human development: 32;  

erection and suppression: 185-188;  

canonically erected houses are governed by universal law and 
Constitutions: 185;  

directly under the prior general: 177;  

part reserved to religious alone: 42;  

must have a climate of silence and recollection to encourage prayer, 
study and work: 67;  

to have a library, especially if a formation house: 165;  

to be included in catalogue of the Order: 267;  

ordinarily prior provincial does not intervene in its operation: 346;  

to be visited frequently by prior provincial: 347;  

as a juridical person administers goods: 398;  

its representative for administrative, financial or legal acts: 403;  

see also Administration of goods 

Houses not canonically erected: governed by provincial statutes: 185 
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I 
Ideal of Order:  

set out in Rule and Constitutions: 416;  

to be incarnated in life: 416 

Incardination, definitively in Order: 157 

Incompatibility of offices: 230 

Incorporation in Order:  

in the first place in the Order and secondarily in a province: 175;  

is temporary with simple profession: 175;  

is final with solemn profession: 175;  

brings with it the right to receive what is necessary: 176 

Individual talents: must be developed: 127; 416 

Innocent IV: approval of Rule: 9, 10 

Institutes affiliated or associated with Order:  

members of the Carmelite family: 28;  

must promote mutual co-operation with them: 108;  

listed in catalogue of Order: 267 

Institutum Carmelitanum, Rome: 166;  

president is nominated by prior general with consent of council: 278; 

 interest of general council in it: 303 

Intent, of Carmelites:  

in the beginning eremetical: 8;  

participation of others: 28;  

of mendicant orders: 10 

Internationality of Order: 160 

Interval in elections: 244 

Intimacy with the life of Mary: 12, 27 

Investigation of religious and social needs: 94 

Irregularity in elections through failure to summon electors: 234 

Issues, non-electoral: procedure for dealing with them: 224 
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J 
Jesus Christ:  

his mission: 1;  

invitation to follow him: 3;  

living in allegiance of him: 2, 11, 14;  

Lord and Redeemer of the Holy Land: 8;  

came to serve: 206 

Joachim and Anne (saints): liturgical celebration: 88 

Joseph, St.: liturgical celebration: 88 

Judges:  

in provincial chapter: 213; elected by gremiales: 332;  

in general chapter: 213; elected by gremiales: 271; must report to 
general chapter: 274 

Justice and Peace:  

sign and prophetic witness of Order in this area: 24;  

preferential option for the poor: 24;  

apostolic mission of Carmel: 110-116;  

special area of responsibility in general council: 303 

 

K 
Kingdom of Christ: to spread in the whole world: 5 

 

L 
Languages to be learnt: 160 

Law, universal, common or canon:  

must be observed for fasting: 40;  

for obligations: 294;  

for agreements on parishes: 100;  

subjection to jurisdiction of Ordinary in pastoral matters: 103;  

for admission to novitiate: 138;  

for administration of material goods: 151;  

by those in temporary vows: 158;  

in government by provincial and his council: 179, 211;  

in operation of houses: 185, 396;  

procedure for erection of a house: 186;  

exercise of holy orders: 186;  
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decrees of Order cannot be contrary to it: 197, 361;  

faculties of major superiors as Ordinaries in Order: 209;  

jurisdiction of superiors and chapters: 210;  

jurisdiction of prior general: 211; and his faculties: 278;  

superiors’ councils at various levels: 212, 293, 296, 356, 357;  

provisions in it for cases: 214;  

application of canonical penalties: 216;  

indications and norms for conferral or offices: 226, 227;  

prohibition on voting: 236;  

jurisdiction and faculties of prior general: 211, 278;  

obligations of the office of prior general: 279;  

report on state of the Order to the Holy See: 279;  

possession of material goods: 398;  

exclaustration from Order: 406, 410;  

dismissal from Order: 411, 412 

Lay Carmelites:  

part of Carmelite family: 28;  

concern for them: 109;  

Lectio divina:  

part of community life: 31;  

practised in community form: 82 

Legal representative: in civil cases: 403 

Legislation of the Order: to be revised in general chapter: 259 

Legitimacy:  

of chapters and other collegial acts: 219;  

of provincial council meetings: 364 

Length of term of office:  

see entries for various office holders and also Removal, Resignation 

Letters of convocation:  

for provincial chapter: 323;  

for general chapter: 260 

Library: aid to formation and education: 165 

Life of prayer:  

characteristic of Order’s charism: 10;  

to be nourished in the midst of the people as part of apostolate: 95; 
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 see also Prayer 

Liturgical prayer: 69-76;  

nature and connection with personal prayer: 69;  

daily celebration of the Eucharist: 70;  

preparation and participation a central element of Rule: 71;  

Liturgy of the Hours: participation in and manifestation of praying 
Church: 72;  

community celebration of Liturgy of the Hours: 73;  

with the faithful: 74;  

frequent sacramental confession: 75 

Liturgy of the Hours:  

part of community life: 31;  

celebrated in common: 69;  

and with the faithful: 74;  

preparation and participation: 71;  

manifestation of the praying Church: 72;  

dispensation from community recitation: 394 

Liturgy:  

Marian feasts to be celebrated: 87;  

Marian antiphon to be sung every day: 87;  

liturgical celebrations in memory of Order’s saints, of St. Elijah the 
prophet, of St, Elisha the prophet, of St. Joseph, of Saints Joachim 
and Anne: 88 

Local bursar:  

can be elected by local chapter if so provided by provincial statutes: 
382, 390;  

office is determined by provincial statutes: 397; see also Bursar 

Local chapter:  

its nature and president: 379;  

functions as Council in houses this is not present: 379;  

members: 380;  

task: 381;  

convocation: 218, 393;  

gives consultative vote for admission to solemn profession by one of 
its members: 157;  

issues specific norms: 210;  
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draws up proposals to be sent to preparatory commission for 
provincial chapter: 327;  

can elect its official if so provided in provincial statutes: 382;  

see also Chapters in general. 

Local church:  

pastoral choices: 31;  

apostolic mission of Carmel: 97-105 

Local councillor:  

provincial statutes decide on number, designation and length of term 
of office: 387;  

possible removal from office: 387 

Local language: for title of house superior: 208 

Local Ordinary:  

exempt from jurisdiction: 174;  

rights regarding the wearing of the habit: 41;  

can confer canonical possession of a parish on a province: 100;  

see also Bishop 

Love of Christ: 416; in the spirit of Carmel:  

see Prayer, Fraternity, Service, Apostolic mission 

 

M 
Major superior:  

has same faculties in universal law as a local Ordinary: 209;  

responsibility for appointing formators: 122;  

for formation of candidates and religious: 126;  

for providing means for formation at all levels: 172;  

those who reside near the general curia can make up a quorum for 
meetings of general council: 297;  

frequent contacts with prior general and council: 299;  

may not be a member of preparatory commission of provincial 
chapter: 325.  

It is his right to: 

admit to pre-novitiate: 136;  

admit to novitiate: 138;  

decide on making up of absences of fewer than 15 days from 
novitiate: 149;  

receive vows and renewals: 153;  
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admit to simple vows: 153;  

can anticipate simple profession: 154;  

can allow simple profession outside novitiate house: 154;  

can prolong period of simple profession: 155;  

can allow anticipation of renewal of simple profession: 155;  

stipulate agreements regarding a religious living in another province: 
202;  

can be consulted by prior general regarding place, date and subject 
matter of a general chapter: 256, 257;  

receive letter summoning a general chapter: 260;  

be consulted regarding transfer of religious from one province to 
another by prior general: 278;  

send every year a report on the state of the province to the general 
council: 279.  

Other faculties:  

can give a command (praeceptum) in virtue of the vow of obedience: 
49;  

can permit or prescribe academic studies during novitiate: 146;  

can allow novices to engage in apostolic works outside the novitiate 
house for one or more periods of time: 147;  

can anticipate first profession: 154;  

renewal of profession: 155 and solemn profession: 157;  

can allow first profession to be made outside the novitiate house: 154, 
155;  

can extent period of first profession: 155;  

can dispense from disciplinary laws: 198;  

procedure for granting dispensations: 199.  

With the consent of his council:  

having consulted the local chapter: admits to simple vows: 153;  

to solemn vows: 157;  

can issue decrees and outside the chapter interpret the statutes: 197; 

can deprive those religious who live outside a house of active and/or 
passive voice: 204;  

has right to confer offices freely when an electoral body is deprived of 
its right to elect: 252 

Marian antiphon: to be sung every day: 87 

Marian devotions and practices: 86 

Marian shrines: operation and pastoral guidelines: 89 
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Mass media: reality and potential: 34; use: 34 

Material goods:  

attention to and sharing of goods of the Order: 37;  

norms on material goods of novices: 151;  

material goods of professed: 158;  

of a suppressed province or general commissariat: 224;  

provincial chapter to determine distribution: 321.  

See also Contributions. 

Meetings of religious:  

community: 31;  

must be held twice a month: 369;  

must be encouraged: 339;  

provincial statutes determine timing and procedure: 384;  

non-chapter: 219  

Meetings, provincial council: information: 367 

Meetings:  

to be held periodically in all houses: 384;  

of those with voice in a province to draw up proposals for general 
chapter: 263;   

Secretary general to prepare them: 310;  

see also Collegial acts, Centres of spirituality and study, On-going 
formation, Community life 

Members of collegial bodies:  

see under entries for Provincial Council, Provincial Chapter, General 
Chapter, General Congregation, General Council, Regions, General 
Delegation, Council of Provinces 

Mendicants, orders of: 10, 22 

Ministries:  

specific vocation to each one: 159;  

formation for them: 160;  

formation and ministries of non-ordained: 161;  

formation for priesthood: 162 

Mission ad gentes: see Apostolic mission of Carmel 

Mystics: reading and study of their works: 31 

 

N 



General Index 

National or Regional Financial Directory: 399;  

gives norms for representative in civil cases: 403;  

determines frequency bursars’ meetings at general level: 405 

Necrology: to be communicated: 39 

New forms of life:  

must increase: 31;  

in Marian devotion: 86 

New forms: need to find them in formation of young Carmelites: 128 

Notification of election: 246 

Novice master:  

nominated by prior provincial and council: 362;  

in provincial commissariat: 377;  

directs and guides formation of novices: 144;  

evaluates with major superior desirability of engaging novices in 
apostolic activity: 147;  

to be consulted on cases of absence from novitiate: 149;  

see also: Formation, Formators, Novitiate 

Novices:  

enjoy spiritual benefits of the Order: 151;  

norms regarding their material goods: 151;  

see also Novitiate 

Novitiate houses:  

to be designated in accordance with the Constitutions: 140 

Novitiate:  

period of introduction to Carmelite life: 139;  

purposes: 139;  

to be carried out in house canonically designated: 140;  

candidates to do a retreat: 141;  

admission to it is prerogative of major superior: 142;  

agreement to be made before entry: 415;  

begins with rite of acceptance: 143;  

role of community and formators: 144;  

programme to be carried out: 145;  

ordinary studies suspended for its duration: 146;  

integration with apostolic activity: 147, 148;  

absence from the novitiate house: 149 
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Nullity:  

of an election for failure to summon gremiales: 234;  

of acts of one who is elected but not confirmed in office: 248  

Number:  

of religious in a community to ensure fraternal life: 31;  

of gremiales in provincial and general chapters: 220, 221, 250, 350 

Nuns:  

members of the Carmelite family: 28;  

prayers for deceased: 39;  

concern for them: 107;  

canonical visitation of those under the jurisdiction of the Order by 
prior provincial: 347; and prior general: 279;  

list of them in catalogue of Order: 267;  

monasteries to be visited frequently by prior provincial: 347 

 

O 
Obedience, religious:  

motivation and characteristics: 45-49;  

is a full self-giving to the will of God to realise his Kingdom: 45; 

 requires discernment, commitment and internalisation: 46; 

implies personal and community commitment: 47;  

service of prior as guide, stimulus, sign and bond of unity with the 
will of God: 48;  

major superior may give a precept (praeceptum) in virtue of it: 49 

Office of BVM on Saturday: is recommended: 87 

Offices in regions: 292 

Offices:  

in Curia or general: 308-312;  

secretaries for priority areas: 308, 310;  

postulator general: 311;  

delegate for social communication: 311;  

others according to need: 311 

Offices:  

procedure for conferral: 226, 227;  

outside the Order: 231 
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Official letters and other documents of the general council: responsibility of 
Secretary general: 310 

Official publication of the Order, necrologies to be published in it: 39 

Officials, general:  

nominated by prior general with consent of his council: 278;  

those resident in Curia can make up quorum for sessions of general 
council: 297;  

consulted in matters pertaining to them: 298;  

list of them in catalogue of Order: 267 

Officials, in provincial commissariat: 377 

Officials, local:  

can be elected by provincial chapter if provincial statutes so provide: 
382, 390;  

three-year term of office: 392;  

duties determined by provincial statutes: 397;  

see also Removal, Resignation 

Officials, provincial: 369-374;  

nominated by prior provincial and his council: 362 

Order of business:  

provincial chapter: 316;  

general chapter: 270, 272, 273 

Order of Carmelites:  

origin, structure and characteristics: 6-13;   

charism: 14-27;  

basic constitution: 174-188;  

among the clerical institutes: 174;  

members profess evangelical counsels: 174;  

exemption from jurisdiction of local Ordinary: 174;  

structure: 177;  

founded on universal law of the Church and proper law: 189;  

proper legislative texts: 189;  

proper law: 189-199;  

catalogue and statistics: 267;  

administers material goods as a juridical person: 398-405;  

representative for administrative, financial and legal acts: 403 

Order of precedence: 205 
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Orders of apostolic fraternity: see Mendicants 

Ordinary studies:  

suspended for novitiate: 146;  

see also Formation 

Outsiders in collegial meetings have no vote: 221 

 

P 
Parish:  

apostolate in: 98;  

agreement for operating a parish: 100-101;  

see also Pastor (parish priest) 

Pastor (parish priest):  

appointment: 102;  

under jurisdiction of local Ordinary for pastoral activity: 103;  

holding of offices of prior and pastor (parish priest) together: 104; 

 maximum length of term of office: 104;  

relations between parish and religious community: 104 

Pastoral work:  

see Apostolic mission of Carmel, Marian shrines 

Patrimony of Order:  

criteria for updating Carmelite life: 13;  

fidelity and elements of apostolic work: 95;  

see also Gift, Charism 

Penalties:  

application: 215;  

universal law to be observed: 216;  

appeals: 216 

Penitence: sacrament: see Reconciliation 

Penitential life: “holy penance” of Carmelite life: 8;  

personal and community conversion: 40;  

practices: 40 

Percentage contributions to Curia:  

assigned by general council: 410;  

modifications: 401;  

Personal prayer: 77-84;  
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continuous prayer and the practice of the presence of God: 77, 84; 

 prayer and daily life: 77;  

invitation to develop forms of prayer more in harmony with Carmelite 
spirituality and new forms: 77;  

formation in prayer and the religious dimension of reality: 78;  

contemplation as a gift from God: 79;  

daily silent prayer: 80;  

effects of prayer on daily life: 81;  

Lectio divina in community: 82;  

spiritual reading, especially of Carmelite authors: 83;  

annual retreat: 84;  

days of recollection: 84 

Pilgrimage to Holy Land: spirituality: 8 

Pious practices: see Veneration 

Place for celebration of chapter: provincial: 323; general: 256, 260 

Poor:  

preferential option for: 24;  

consideration in discernment: 40;  

sharing of goods and solidarity with: 53;  

listening to cry of the poor and application in field of justice: 110-114; 

 retrace the steps of Elijah: 115;  

re-read the Bible from their perspective: 116 

Postponement:  

of provincial chapter: 363;  

of general chapter: 278 

Posts outside Order: 231 

Postulancy: see Pre-novitiate 

Postulation: to offices: 226; requirements: 254 

Postulator general for causes of saints: 311 

Poverty:  

biblical basis: 50;  

link between fraternity and sharing of goods: 51;  

example of early Church: 52;  

is a complex and ambivalent reality: 53;  

style of evangelical life: 53;  

awareness of injustice and commitment to cause: 54;  
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effect of solemn vow on own material goods: 55;  

legal acts in civil cases and solemnly professed religious: 56;  

responsibility in using goods at a personal and community level: 57; 

 faithful carrying out of law of work: 58 

Power (potestas): see Authority in the Order 

Practical requirements of the Church in formation of young religious: 127 

Prayer for the dead: 39 

Prayer:  

according to the Rule: 11;  

in general: 66-69;  

nature and view of it in Carmelite tradition: 64-65;  

various forms: 66;  

requires atmosphere of solitude and silence: 67;  

connection with liturgical prayer: 69;  

see also Personal prayer, Liturgical prayer 

Prayers: 

for successful outcome of provincial chapter: 323;  

for general chapter: 260 

Pre-novitiate:  

part of process of formation: 134;  

objectives: 135;  

admission to it is prerogative of major superior: 136;  

agreement to be made on admission: 415;  

length and content: 137;  

admission to novitiate: 138 

Precedence: order of: 205 

Precept (praeceptum) for transfer of a religious: 348 

Precept (praeceptum) in virtue of obedience: 49 

Preparatory Commission for general chapter: 260, 262, 263, 269 

Preparatory Commission for provincial chapters: 324, 325, 327, 328, 329, 
331 

Presence of God:  

witness of: 18;  

example of Elijah: 26;  

example of Mary: 27 
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President of chapter or other collegial entity: 222;  

in elections: 243;  

confirmation or not of elections: 249;  

election of local prior: 390;  

of provincial chapter: 316, 332;  

of general chapter: 271 

President of Institutum Carmelitanum:  

nominated by prior general with consent of council: 278 

President of Region:  

election and role in statutes: 292;  

participates as non-voting member of general chapter: 258;  

and of general congregation: 286;  

member of council of provinces: 289 

Priesthood:  

adequate preparation for ministry: 162;  

required to be prior, vicar or substitute: 232;  

to be prior provincial: 340; to be prior general: 277 

Prior General:  

characteristics and purpose of office: 275;  

sign of unity and model for the Order: 208;  

has authority in the whole Order: 208;  

office is of service: 208;  

is a major superior: 209;  

has ordinary jurisdiction: 211;  

have voice in whole order: 203;  

place in order of precedence: 205;  

validity of election: 277;  

procedure for election: 245, 276;  

no confirmation required: 249;  

length of term of office: 276;  

responsibility in formation: 125, 126;  

delegate for formation: 125;  

approves RIVC with council: 129;  

CISA under immediate jurisdiction: 166;  

other houses under immediate jurisdiction: 177;  
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a requests denied by him cannot be obtained from his vicar without 
consent: 199;  

acts invalidly when contrary to consent required from others: 212; 

 actions requiring advice of others: 212;  

grants permission for others to send proxies to general chapter or 
general congregation: 239;  

consults superiors on date, place and subject-matter of general 
chapter; is gremialis of general chapter: 258;  

of general congregation: 286; of council of provinces: 289;  

sends letters convoking general chapter and reports on state of Order: 
260;  

at end of term of office presides over inauguration of general chapter: 
271;  

no passive voice in election of chapter president which he 
inaugurates: 271;  

makes report on state of Order to general chapter: 272;  

presides with active voice over provincial and local chapters, as well 
as provincial and local councils: 278;  

transfers religious: 278;  

ordinarily resides with other members of the general council: 279;  

canonical visitation of all houses and provinces of the Order during 
six-year term: 279;  

sends report on state of Order to Holy See: 279;  

sends instructions for report by priors provincial on state of 
provinces: 345;  

resignation and procedure for it: 280;  

loss of mental faculties: 281;  

vacancy in office in six-year term: 282;  

can choose residence on termination of office or resignation: 283;  

has vote in chapter of province where he resides: 384;  

is assisted in government by general congregation: 287;  

and by council of provinces: 288;  

is assisted by general council in problems, even those not provided for 
in law: 298;  

has frequent contact with major superiors of the Order: 299;  

in case of absence Order’s business is dealt with by vice prior general: 
300;  

can have a socius in provincial chapters: 304;  
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procurator general deals with the Holy See in his name: 306; 

members of the general council and other general officials are his 
collaborators: 301;  

approves in advance the date of provincial chapters: 314, 332; 

presides over provincial and local chapters as well as provincial and 
local councils: 332;  

makes opening speech in provincial chapters: 333;  

must be informed in advance of transfer of religious from one 
province to another: 349;  

gives permission to anticipate or defer a provincial chapter: 363;  

is legal representative of Order for administrative, legal or financial 
acts: 403;  

must supervise administration of Order’s goods: 404;   

gives vote on request to Holy See for definitive exclaustration or 
reduction to the lay state by a solemnly professed friar: 409;  

receives notification of death of a brother: 39;  

prayers for him if he dies in office: 39;  

see also Major superior.  

Must have the consent of his council:  

to erect, transfer or suppress a novitiate house: 140;  

or to allow more than one novitiate house in a province: 140;  

to readmit to the Order one who has left: 150;  

for the institution of various bodies (delegations, regions, etc.) 177;  

for the institution of a general delegation: 184;  

for the granting and naming of a superior and councillors to it: 184; 

 for the institution of a region: 177;  

for the institution, change or suppression of a general commissariat: 
178, 181;  

for the erection of a province: 178, 182;  

for union or changes in boundaries of them: 178;  

for suppression of them: 178;  

for the distribution of goods in a suppressed province or 
commissariat: 178;  

for the erection of a provincial commissariat: 180;  

for its redefinition or suppression: 180;  

for the erection of a new house: 186;  

for the suppression of a house: 188;  
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outside the general chapter, to approve, modify, suspend or abrogate 
general codes of the Order’s law: 192;  

for its authentic interpretation: 193;  

to approve the statutes of various bodies in the Order: 195; 

 to issue decrees for the whole Order: 196;  

for the acceptance of a postulation: 226, 253;  

to convoke an extraordinary general chapter: 257;  

to anticipate or defer a general chapter: 278;  

to remove a prior provincial from office: 278;  

to nominate the president of the Institutum Carmelitanum: 278;  

the General Archivist: 278;  

the Secretary general: 308;  

the secretaries for the special areas of interest: 308;  

possible co-secretaries: 309;  

the Postulator General: 312;  

the delegate for social communications: 312;  

other general officials: 312;  

replacements for any of the general offices which become vacant: 278; 

 to transfer religious: 278;  

to convoke a General Congregation: 285;  

to approve the acts of a provincial chapter: 338;  

to approve the Order’s Financial Directory: 399;  

to allow a provincial chapter to elect a brother from another province 
to the office of prior provincial: 340;  

to dispense from temporary vows: 407;  

must have opinion of his council:  

to dispense in disciplinary matters: 198;  

to designate officials of the general chapter: 271;  

to issue decrees for the celebration of a provincial chapter in a newly 
erected province: 320;  

to accept the resignation of a prior provincial from office: 352.  

See also Council of the Major Superior, General Council.  

Must have advice of prior provincial concerned to erect, transfer or 
suppress a novitiate house or to permit more than one in a province: 
140;  

to readmit religious who have left the Order: 150;  



General Index 

must also have advice of provincial council and others concerned for 
the erection of a general commissariat: 181;  

and its suppression: 181;  

and of local Ordinary for suppression of a house: 188;  

to transfer religious: 278 

Prior provincial:  

person: definition: 208;  

is a major superior: 209;  

qualities: 232, 340;  

consultative vote: 331;  

procedure for election: 245, 321, 322, 343;  

passive voice in election: 341;  

can be elected for three or six years: 342;  

election must be confirmed: 249, 344;  

member of province must be elected: 340;  

in case of particular difficulty a friar from another province: 340;  

one elected to bring to a close the three-year term of his predecessor: 
353;  

cessation, removal or resignation from office: 352;  

must be interviewed before being removed: 278;  

governs the province and brothers in it with his council: 179;  

has ordinary power (potestas): 211;  

has voice in province: 203;  

place in order of precedence: 205;  

gremialis of general chapter: 258; of general congregation: 286; of 
council of provinces: 289;  

faculties to send proxy to general chapter or general congregation: 
239;  

acts invalidly when he goes against required consent: 212;  

procedure when advice is required: 212;  

can nominate a vicar: 351;  

can nominate an assistant: 371;  

is assisted in government by provincial council: 357;  

required to summon provincial council: 365;  

officials of the province are collaborators: 369;  

receives notification of death of a brother and informs other houses in 
the province and the prior general: 39;  
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nominates formators: 122;  

responsibility together with council for formation of candidates: 124, 
125, 126;  

delegate for formation: 125;  

must be consulted for erection, transfer, suppression of novitiate 
houses as well as erection of more than one house: 140;  

is to be consulted regarding the re-admission of candidates who have 
left the order: 150;  

must be consulted with council and other interested parties for 
erection of a general commissariat: 181;  

must be consulted, together with diocesan bishop for suppression of a 
house: 188;  

summons gremiales of provincial chapter: 218, 323;  

gives permission to accept post outside Order: 231;  

must be consulted by prior general when transferring religious: 278; 

at end of term of office cannot be elected provincial chapter 
president: 332;  

can address the chapter: 333;  

reports on state of the province: 334;  

recommends to council for good of province: 354;  

sends chapter acts to prior general: 338;  

sends report on state of province to prior general: 345;  

transfers religious from one house to another: 346;  

consults priors concerned: 348;  

dispenses individuals from obligation to recite Divine Office: 346; and 
from laws on fast and abstinence: 346;  

dispenses in disciplinary matters: 346;  

gives permission for writings to be published: 346;  

must visit houses frequently: 347;  

cannot be local prior or provincial bursar: 355;  

provides information about meetings of provincial council to be sent 
to houses: 367;  

sends copy of provincial council acts to prior general: 367;  

appoints a suitable person as provincial archivist: 372;  

delegates faculties to provincial commissary: 376;  

can remove local councillors from office or accept their resignation: 
387;  

has no voice in election of local prior, except where he resides: 390; 
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with council conducts adequate consultations before appointing local 
priors: 391;  

can accept resignation of local prior or remove him from office: 395;  

representative of province in administrative, legal and financial acts: 
403;  

must supervise administration of province’s goods: 404;  

issues with council declaration of dismissal ipso facto from Order: 
411;  

see also Major superior.  

Must have consent of provincial council:  

to make an agreement with a local Ordinary for the erection of a 
parish: 100;  

for the inclusion of apostolic activities in the novitiate: 147;  

gives a deliberative vote for admission to solemn vows: 157;  

for the authentic interpretation of provincial statutes: 363;  

for the institution of the secretariat or preparatory commission for a 
provincial chapter: 324;  

for the removal from office of provincial or local officials 346;  

to give permission to a religious to live outside a house: 346;  

to change those with voice before a provincial chapter: 350;  

to nominate a provincial commissary, priors, and local officials 
according the provisions of the provincial statutes: 362;  

the novice master: 362;  

one or more people in charge of formation: 362;  

the provincial bursar: 362;  

the delegate for the nuns and sisters: 362;  

other provincial officials: 362;  

to replace officials in case of vacancy: 363;  

to establish an extraordinary contribution from the houses: 363;  

for the authentic interpretation of provincial statutes: 363;  

to anticipate or defer a provincial chapter: 363;  

to accept the resignation of a local prior from office or his removal 
before the end of the three-year term: 395;  

must have advice provincial council  

for the presentation of a friar to the local Ordinary  for a diocesan 
office: 102 §2;  

to dispense from disciplinary laws: 198;  

to accept the resignation of provincial officials: 374;  
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to deny renewal of temporary profession: 407 §2;  

see also Council of major superior 

Probation: for those who have left Order and then re-enter: 150 

Problems: to be dealt with in chapters: 217 

Process of removing right to vote from an electoral college: 251 

Proclamation of election: 245. 246 

Procurator general:  

member of general council: 293;  

elected by general chapter: 294;  

length of term of office: 295;  

task: 306;  

is gremialis of general chapter: 258;  

of general congregation: 286;  

of council of provinces: 289;  

prayers in case of death in office: 39 

Promulgation of acts of provincial chapter: 338; 

Proposals to be sent  

to provincial chapter preparatory commission: 327, 328;  

to general chapter preparatory commission: 261, 262, 263 
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Protectors of Order:  

celebration of feast of St. Joseph and Sts Joachim and Anne: 88 

Province of the Order:  

a structure in the Order: 177;  

constitution and government: 179;  

erection and suppression: 182, 178;  

must establish and develop centres of spirituality and study and 
retreat houses: 68;  

contributes to expenses of general council, bodies and projects which 
depend on the Curia: 401;  

as a juridical person administers goods: 398;  

see also Administration of Goods, Provincial statutes 

Provincial archives:  

responsibility for it to be given to a suitable person by the Prior 
Provincial: 372;  

acts relating to elections to be placed in it: 243;  

documents from the Holy See and the local episcopal conference to be 
preserved in it: 372;  

documents regarding one dismissed ipso facto to be placed in it: 411  

Provincial bursar:  

takes part in general finance meetings: 405;  

nominated by prior provincial with consent of his council: 362; 

 cannot also be prior provincial: 355;  

see also Bursar 

Provincial Chapter Acts: 338 

Provincial Chapter:  

nature: 313;  

ordinary: 314;  

extraordinary: 315;  

in case of vacancy in office of prior provincial: 353;  

gremiales determined by provincial statutes: 317, 318, 239; 

 tasks: 321;  

validity of its prescriptions: 337;  

ex-Priors General have voice in the provincial chapter where they 
reside: 284;  

the socius of the prior general has active voice: 304;  

has faculty to instruct judges: 213;  
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can draw up provincial statutes and issue decrees: 210;  

can erect a provincial commissariat: 180;  

can establish new limits or suppress the same: 180;  

confirms previous decrees: 197;  

nominates suitable formators: 122;  

how and when it can elect as provincial a brother from another 
province: 340;  

confirms or not authentic interpretations of statutes: 363;  

see also Provincial Chapter Acts, Chapters in general 

Provincial Commissariat:  

erection and suppression: 180, 182;  

government: 375-378;  

may have its own preparatory commission for a provincial chapter: 
324;  

when it can send a delegate to a general chapter: 258;  

can have only two councillors: 359 

Provincial Commissary:  

duties and responsibilities: 375-378;  

must be nominated by prior provincial and his council, unless 
statutes provide otherwise: 362;  

can vote by proxy: 239;  

place in order of precedence: 205;  

participates without voice in general chapter: 258;  

and in General Congregation: 286;  

is a member of the Council of Provinces: 289;  

can have only two councillors: 359 

Provincial Council Acts:  

must be read: 366;  

must be recorded in a special book: 367;  

informing the Province about them: 367;  

copy of them must be sent to the General Council: 367 

Provincial Council:  

members: 356; their election: 321, 322;  

as a collegial entity and as the council of the prior provincial: 356, 
357;  

its task: 361;  
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responsibility in formation: 124;  

issues decrees to promote the good of the province: 361;  

works to translate norms into practice: 210, 361;  

areas of responsibility to be given to councillors and assistants: 361; 

  has judicial power 213;  

is collegial tribunal of the first instance: 358;  

nominates judges for specific cases: 213;  

quorum for its meetings: 364;  

convocation: 365;  

provincial secretary is official secretary (notaio) for meetings: 356;  

its acts must be read: 366;  

signed and a copy of them sent to the General Council: 367; 

information about meetings to be sent to the houses in a province: 
367 

Provincial councillor:  

to be elected by provincial chapter: 321 or by all electors in the 
province if so provided in provincial statutes: 322;  

four councillors: 359;  

two councillors for a provincial commissariat: 359;  

confirmed by chapter president: 249;  

length of term of office: 359;  

procedure in case of vacancy: 359;  

must be solemnly professed: 360;  

place in order of precedence: 205;  

responsible for a specific area with collaborators: 361;  

can be a local prior if so provided by provincial statutes: 368;  

role of first councillor in case of vacancy in office of prior provincial: 
353 

Provincial secretary:  

official secretary (notaio) in meetings of provincial council: 356 

Provincial statutes:  

drawn up or amended by provincial chapter: 210, 321;  

approved by general council: 338;  

interpreted authentically by prior provincial and council: 363;  

prior provincial can dispense from their provisions: 346;  

see also Statutes.  
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Subjects which provincial statutes must or may provide on :  

frequency of community meetings: 31;  

length of annual vacation for religious: 33;  

prayers for the dead: 39;  

fasting and abstinence as prescribed by the Rule: 40;  

penitential practices: 40;  

wearing of the habit: 41;  

material goods acquired by religious go to house or province: 55; 

 personal allowances for religious: 57;  

silence and recollection in houses: 67;  

retreats and days of recollection: 84;  

criteria for acceptance of parishes: 100;  

offices of prior and pastor (parish priest) held together: 104;  

length of term of office of pastor (parish priest): 104; 

relations between parish and community: 104;  

designation of provincial delegate for nuns: 107;  

designation of other delegates for Carmelite family: 109;  

form, duration and content of pre-novitiate: 137;  

autonomy of provincial commissariat: 180;  

other conditions for exercise of active and passive voice: 200;  

local name for house superior: 208;  

procedure for summoning to elections: 234;  

permission to vote by mail: 238;  

right to send proxies to provincial chapter: 239;  

exchange of ideas previous to sending proposals to general chapter: 
263;  

particular norms for election of delegates to general chapter: 265; 

 celebration of a provincial chapter: 316;  

gremiales of a provincial chapter: 317, 318; may provide for vice prior 
provincial and assistant provincial: 321;  

election of prior provincial and provincial councillors; reports to be 
made by provincial officials to chapter: 334;  

vacancy in office of prior provincial before end of term: 353;  

timing and appointment of local priors and other house officials: 362; 

 timing and appointment of other  provincial officials: 362, 377; 

 convocation of provincial council: 365;  
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can allow provincial councillor to be a local prior: 368;  

can prohibit assistant provincial from being a local prior: 371;  

setting up of other provincial offices and commissions according to 
need: 373;  

special norms for provincial commissariat: 378;  

participation of simply professed in local chapter: 380;  

election of local prior and other officials of the local chapter: 382; 

frequency of collegial meetings of local chapter of canonically erected 
houses: 383;   

frequency and procedure for community meetings: 384; 

  establishment of local prior’s council: 385;  

subjects on which local council must give opinion or be consulted by 
local prior: 386;  

determine number and procedure for designating local councillors: 
387;  

government of house dependent on another: 388;  

permission to reside temporarily outside house: 394;  

establishment of local sub-prior (vice priore): 396;  

tasks of local officials: 397;  

establishment and norms for finance commission: 400;  

appointment of legal representative in civil cases: 403;  

how to deal in charity with the needs of brothers who leave the Order: 
414;  

establish guidelines for pre-novitiate and novitiate agreements: 415; 

 norms already fixed which can be modified by provincial statutes: 

 colour of habit: 41;  

annual renewal of simple (temporary) profession: 155;  

order of precedence among provincial councillors: 205;  

number of gremiales at provincial and other chapters: 219;  

passive voice in election of prior provincial: 341;  

six-year term for prior provincial: 342;  

can provide for election of prior provincial differently from 
Constitutions: 343;  

participation of assistant provincial in meetings of provincial council: 
356;  

length of term of office of provincial councillors: 359; 

replacement of councillors in case of vacancy: 359;  

election of provincial commissary: 362;  
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election of provincial commissariat councillors: 375 

Proxy:  

right to have one when participation is impossible in general chapter 
or general congregation: 239 

Public church or oratory: permitted with the foundation of a house: 186 

 

Q 
Quorum: in chapters and other collegial bodies: 219 

 

R 
Ratio Institutionis Vitae Carmelitanae (RIVC): 129, 145, 162, 171;  

area of special concern in general council: 303 

Re-admission to the Order: 150 

Recollection:  

atmosphere of silence and solitude to encourage prayer, work and 
study: 67 

Reconciliation:  

sacrament: to be celebrated frequently: 75;  

can be made with any priest in communion with the Church: 76 

Recreation in common: 31 

Region:  

can be instituted by general chapter or prior general with consent of 
council: 177;  

aims: 291;  

election and role of president to be specified in statutes: 292;  

organisation: 292;  

president is non-voting member of general chapter: 258;  

of general congregation: 286;  

member of council of provinces: 289;  

must establish and develop centres of spirituality and study and 
retreat houses: 68 

Religious Federal Assistant for Nuns: 107 

Religious Habit: 41 

Religious life:  

a calling and a gift from God: 5;  

service of brothers and consecration to God: 5;  



General Index 

to be treated in meetings: 384 

Religious profession: is basis for basic equality of all religious: 175  

Religious vows:  

nature: 43-63;  

radical form of witness to and following of Christ: 43;  

gift of God: 44;  

obedience as listening and discernment of God’s plan: 45-49;  

poverty as sharing and solidarity: 50-58;  

chastity or celibacy for the kingdom: 59-63;  

who dispenses from temporary vows: 407 

Religious:  

living outside house: 35;  

older members deserve respect and care: 38;  

their contribution: 38;  

prayers for the dead: 39 

Removal from office:  

of local prior: 395, 346;  

of prior provincial: 278;  

of various elected officials: 346 

Removal  

of active and passive voice: 204;  

of right to elect by electoral college: 250, 251, 252 

Renewal:  

brought about in Constitutions: 13;  

of service in the Church: 91;  

constant commitment in chapters: 217 

Report:  

on state of province to be made to provincial chapter: 334;  

sent to general council: 345, 279;  

on state of the Order to be sent to the Holy See: 279 

Resignation:  

at time of election: 246, 247;  

from post of local prior: 395;  

of prior provincial: 352; of provincial officials: 374;  

of prior general: 280 

Responsibility: of the community for formation: 144 
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Retreat Centres: to be established and developed: 68 

Retreat:  

annual: 68;  

before novitiate: 141;  

before solemn vows: 156 

Retreats: 68 

Revision of provincial chapter acts: 333 

Rights and duties:  

same for all religious through profession: 206;  

acquired by election: 247, 247;  

in order of precedence: 205;  

of the Ordinaries in the Order: 209;  

see also entries for various superiors 

Rite of admission to novitiate: see Ritual 

Rosary: recitation: 86 

Rule of the Order:  

is the soul of Carmel: 416;  

approved by Innocent IV: 10;  

guidelines for Carmelite life: 11;  

new inspirational dimensions: 14;  

source of inspiration for Carmelite family: 28;  

study of it: 31;  

guide for formation: 144;  

see also Life-style 

 

S 
Sacred Scripture:  

prayerful listening according to the Rule: 11;  

listening in community: 31, 91, 95;  

must dwell in the heart of Carmelites: 11, 82;  

discernment by its light: 128; love for it: 131;  

spread of it: 162;  

reading it from the perspective of the poor: 116;  

see also Gospel, Lectio divina 

Sacristan: 390, 397 
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Saints of Order: feasts to be celebrated: 88  

Salve Regina or other Marian anthem to be sung every day: 87 

Scapular of Carmel:  

sign of Marian consecration and means of association with Order: 27; 

 traditional form of Marian devotion: 86;  

sacramental, symbol of devotion, reminder of Marian virtues: 89 

Scrutineers:  

in elections: 243, 237;  

in provincial chapter: 333;  

in general chapter: 271 

Scrutinies:  

for elections to offices: 245;  

other procedures provided for by provincial statutes: 343;  

results and names of delegates for provincial chapter to be published: 
330;  

of delegates for general chapter: 265 

Seal of province:  

for acts of provincial chapter: 338;  

for acts of provincial council: 367 

Search for God:  

characteristic of the evangelical life: 3;  

part of charism of Order and guide for apostolic activity: 95 

Secrecy:  

of subjects discussed in collegial meetings: 243;  

can be imposed by president: 223 

Secretariat for preparation of provincial chapter: 324, 326 

Secretaries: in Curia for priority areas:  

appointment: 308, 312;  

tasks: 310 

Secretary general:  

appointment: 308;  

can have collaborators: 309;  

tasks: 310;  

must co-operate with general chapter secretariat: 261 

Secretary of region: appointment and role to be specified in statutes: 292 

Secretary:  
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in elections: 243;  

of house: 397;  

of provincial chapter: 332;  

of general chapter: 271;  

see also Secretaries in Curia, Provincial secretary, Secretary general, 
Secretary of region 

Secular Institutes:  

members of the Carmelite family: 28;  

co-operation and concern for them: 108, 109 

Service to God and humanity through the religious life: 5;  

reciprocal to brothers and others: 2;  

the Church requires it from Carmelites: 10;  

in the midst of the people: 14, 15, 21-24;  

to be exercised as a form of apostolate: 98 

Sick and infirm: care and concern for them: 35 

Signs of the times: criterion for discernment: 13, 18, 30, 31, 40, 47, 91, 99 

Silence:  

according to the Rule: 11;  

openness to the Spirit: 67 

Silent prayer: every day: 80 

Simple (temporary) profession:  

begins consecrated life: 152;  

incorporates in Order: 175;  

who admits to it: 153; can be anticipated: 154;  

can be made outside novitiate house: 155;  

is made for at least three years: 155;  

renewal: 155;  

dispensation from simple vows: 407;  

physical or mental infirmity and renewal of simple vows: 408; 

 consequences of dispensation from simple vows: 410 

Simply professed:  

regarding active and passive voice: 201;  

participation in local chapters: 380;  

see also Simple profession 

Sisters, associated with Order: in catalogue: 267 
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Solemn profession:  

spiritual preparation before: 156;  

validity: 157;  

made at earliest three years after simple profession: 157;  

must be made before receiving diaconate: 162;  

minimum age: 157;  

anticipation: 157;  

who admits to it: 157;  

definitive incorporation into Order: 157, 175;  

effect regarding material goods: 158;  

is required for office of local prior: 389;  

of provincial councillor: 360;  

of prior provincial: 340;  

of prior general: 277;  

physical or mental infirmity and admission to solemn vows: 408; 

 dispensation: 409;  

consequence of indult: 410 

Solemnly professed:  

regarding voice: 200;  

order of precedence: 205;  

compose local chapter: 380;  

see also Solemn profession 

Soliciting votes: is forbidden: 242 

Solitude: according to the Rule: 11; openness to the Spirit: 67 

Spiritual Armour: to be put on in accordance with the Rule: 10 

Spiritual Benefits: granted to novices: 151 

Spiritual reading: especially of Carmelite authors: 83 

Spiritual writers of Order: reading their works: 83 

Spiritual,  

fraternal and apostolic life: fundamental basis for the Order’s 
charism: 14-24;  

intensified through chapters: 217;  

must be developed by general chapter: 258;  

St. Albert’s International Centre (CISA) in Rome:  

expresses the Order’s unity: 166;  

is under the direct jurisdiction of the prior general: 166;  
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has its own statutes: 166;  

prior is member of general chapter: 258 

Statistics of Order to be published: 267 

Statutes:  

which bodies may have them: 195;  

approval: 195;  

authentic interpretation: 197;  

can determine quorum for chapters and other collegial meetings: 219; 

 general delegations: 184;  

regions: 292;  

CISA: 166;  

see also Provincial statutes 

Sub-prior, local (vice priore):  

establishment of office determined by provincial statutes: 396 

Substitutes: of delegates to general chapter: 265, 266 

Superior of general delegation: 184;  

is gremialis of general chapter: 258;  

conditions for being gremialis and exercising vote in general 
congregation: 286 

Superior, local: is officially called prior: 208, 288;  

Superiors:  

have jurisdiction: 210;  

must apply norms: 210;  

see also Major superior 
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Suppression:  

of a house: 188;  

of a commissariat: 189, 181;  

of a province: 182, 179 

T 
Teachers of spirituality in the Order: God raised them up: 10 

Tellers: 238, 271 

Teresian reform: members are part of Carmelite family: 28 

Theological and other studies: interest of general council: 303 

Third Order Regular: see Affiliated Institutes 

Third Order Secular: part of Carmelite family: 28; concern for them: 109 

Timing: of provincial chapter: 314, 353; of general chapter: 256, 260, 282 

Titus Brandsma Institute, Nijmegen: interest of general council: 303 

Transfer of religious: 

from one house to another: 346, 348;  

from one province to another: 349, 278 

Tunic: part of habit: 41 

 

U 
Union with God and neighbour through Jesus Christ: 1;  

see also Fraternity, Prayer, Service 

Updating of plan for life-style: 13 

Use of material goods: responsibility to God: 57 

 

V 
Vacancy in an office which is usually filled by election: 232;  

local prior: 392;  

prior provincial: 342, 353;  

provincial councillor: 359;  

provincial officials: 370;  

assistant provincial: 371;  

general councillors and general officials: 295, 305;  

prior general: 282 

Validity of novitiate: 140 

Veneration: of the Blessed Virgin Mary:  
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reasons: 85;  

is a characteristic of Order: 86, 95;  

practices and exercises of Marian devotion: 86;  

recitation of the rosary: 86;  

liturgical celebrations: 87;  

daily anthems Flos Carmeli, Salve, Regina, or some other antiphon: 
87;  

devotion to the Scapular: 27, 86, 89;  

pastoral guidelines to be followed in Marian shrines: 90 

Vicar prior provincial: 351 

Vice prior general:  

member of general council: 293;  

is elected by general chapter: 294;  

length of term of office: 295;  

task: 300;  

is gremialis of general chapter: 258;  

of general congregation: 286;   

of council of provinces: 289;  

takes over government of Order if prior general is seriously ill: 281;  

if office of prior general is vacant and summons extraordinary general 
chapter: 282;  

prayers in case of death in office: 39; 

Vice prior provincial:  

elected by provincial chapter: 321;  

obligations in case of vacancy in office of prior provincial: 353 

Vigilance in prayer: according to the Rule: 11 

Virgin Mary:  

familiarity with her life: 12;  

source of inspiration for Carmelites: 27;  

other references to her example: 30, 58, 79, 86, 95;  

see also Veneration, Scapular 

Visitation:  

by prior provincial: 347;  

by prior general: 279 

Vocation:  

to the evangelical life: 3, 4;  
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presupposes acceptance of the evangelical counsels: 4;  

must be fully lived: 416 

Vocations promoter:  

task: 131, 362;  

links with communities at various levels: 132;  

and with other bodies: 133 

Vocations:  

vocation activities: 131;  

task of vocations promoter: 131;  

commitment of the community: 132;   

links between vocation activities: 133;  

special area of interest of General Council: 303 

Voice, active and passive:  

general principles: 200-205;  

exercise of it in a general delegation: 184 

Votes:  

requirements: 241, 242, 243, 245;  

blank votes: 245;  

procedure for votes in non-electoral decisions: 224;  

admission of candidates: 225;  

elections: 225;  

consultative for candidates for offices of prior provincial or provincial 
councillor: 331 

Votive masses of Our Lady: recommended on Saturdays: 87 

 

W 
 

Wearing of habit: 41 

White cloak: part of habit: 41 

Word of God: see Sacred Scripture, Lectio divina 

Work:  

re-reading the Rule: 58;  

carried out together: 31, 95;  

see also Activities 


