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and John Buer.

* Both men were to play a leading part in the establishment of the Catholic Church
in Australia.

* Both men were skilled stonemasons; their work on the original St Mary’s Chapel
(destroyed by fire in 1865) is commemorated in a stained glass window in the
new St Mary’s Cathedral.

* Both men were known throughout the colony for their ministration to
prisoners, the poor and needy and the devout.

* Both men have become a footnote in history: almost forgotten.
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Gabrielle Fogarty a Lay Carmelite
Jfrom Jamberoo stands at the bead-
stone of Lay Carmelite, Jobn Butler

This year on Friday 25, Saturday 26 and Sunday 27 October, the descendants of
James Dempsey and the Lay Carmelites of Australia will be celebrating the life and
work of these two pious, pioneering men at Anderledy Lodge, Mary MacKillop

Place in Mount Street, North Sydney. Fr Paul Chandler O.Carm, historian for the Order, will be a key speaker.

Death opening us up to new life

Death is very much a taboo topic. As a general rule, it is not a subject that we discuss with
others; we stick to life-topics. Life is our comfort zone, not death. We know what life is like.
We don’t know much about death, or, what happens to us after death.

As people leave the stage of youth and grow and mature, death takes on a new meaning.
It becomes more real. We experience death in some form through our life, and everyone
knows someone who has died at a more aware stage of our life. We come to understand
that death is inevitable.

Yet, sometimes, death opens us up to new life. The sudden death of someone can become
our personal wake-up call to change or be open to change. How often does death bring
us to our senses? Many life-giving changes have come out of situations that were under-
stood as nothing short of tragic. The experience of death can add clarity, and encourages
us to reassess values.

Interestingly, in our society, many of the dramatic changes to legislation and attitudes have
come about because of death-related incidents. People are often swift to act when death
has happened in a situation. Sometimes months of debate between groups is resolved
through one death. On the other hand, the death of one per-
son may be the catalyst for a total uprising.

Death’s sting is in its finality. There are no second chances.
This is why we fear death and even hold it in awe as a society.
It has the power to destroy life and offers no glimpse of what
lies beyond its doors. It makes us vulnerable. It makes us
uncomfortable.

Jesus came across many instances of death, as recounted in
scripture, and didn’t seem too fazed about it. It did not have
the same hold over him as it did the people who were affected
by it. Yes, He wept at Lazarus’ tomb, but perhaps more

Rachele bas been in educa-

because of Mary and Martha’s, and his own painful loss. And
in the garden at Gethsemene, he prayed that ‘this cup may
pass’ just before he was brought to trial.

Jesus seemed more concerned about suffering, than death.
Our anguish and suffering prior to death can sometimes be
greater than at the moment of death. I do not diminish the
pain of loss. This pain of losing someone can remain with us
as our insatiable suffering. Anyone who has lost a loved one
will know this to be true. Our God promises us the fullness of
life. God does not revoke promises and our faith is God’s gift
to us. What is our gift to God?

tion since 1980. She bas
worked with the Adelaide
Archdiocese Vocations Office
since 1998 as a project
officer. Currently Rachele is
involved in several projects
to assist teachers and young
people to understand what
is meant by “God’s Call”. Her
interest is in belping people
understand what is involved
in priesthood, religious life,
married life and single life.

Messagelfnom
SOLMG office

to linking our resources, building
communication and making the
office of The Society of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel more readily
accessible.

We hope you enjoyed our July
issue of Carmel Contact. We value
all comments and feedback.

To contact us, please write to:

The Society of Our Lady of
Mount Carmel

75 Wright Street,
Middle Park
Vic 3206

Ph: 03 9690 8822
Fax: 03 9696 0207

Or Email Nancy Mercurio at
solmc@carmelnet.org
Website: www.carmelites.org.au

If you have changed your address,
or any of the details appear
incorrectly, please call Nancy on
the above number.

The Society of Our Lady of Mount Carmel supports the life and work of the Carmelites in Australia. Donations to the Society help
educate young Carmelites, support the Carmelite Missions in East Timor and properly care for aged and sick Carmelites. Our address
is: 75 Wright Street, Middle Park, Vic, 3206. Telephone: (03) 9690 8822 Fax: (03) 9696 0207 e-mail: solmc@carmelnet.org
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For reasons unknowable to man
There is sometimes a darkness
which descends on us

A darkness which seems

cruel and containing.

So it is with the caterpillar
Who spins his silk dark and
containing

The darkness where he is
transformed.

The darkness is a birthplace
of courage

And courage is the lifeforce
of change

As life is fed in a womb.

Be still and fear not the
darkness

Rest as the caterpillar does
The darkness is the beginning
of a butterfly

Which emerges from the
cocoon

Into light and fullness of life.

So the butterfly is a symbol
of our hope for new life.

Source- CFS/ME Victoria’s “Emerge”
Journal Sept 1985

Jesus,

As Christians, we are a
remembering communi-
ty. When we eucharist
together, we stand in a
moment alive, which
draws together both past
and present. We look
back in memory to the
shared meal and life of
whose resurrec-
tion is the source of the
living hope which moti-
vates our life today and
into the future.

In Coorparoo we were
surprised that our East
Timorese visitors named
as their top priority the
building of a church as
opposed to our sense of
urgency to sink a well for
them.

Some time ago a Dutch
philanthropist  visiting
Bangladesh approached
a bishop there to offer
financial help, specifying
however that no money
was to be spent on

churches. He argued
that in his country
churches were being

pulled down or sold
because of dwindling
congregations. The bish-
op asked the philanthro-
pist about the employ-

ment opportunities,
health, education and
welfare services in

Holland. He then said,
“Where we are in
Bangladesh, we have
none of those services.

That is why it is so impor-
tant to our people to
have a place to remem-
ber God in the midst of
our villages”.

Among the tragic memo-
ries of death and destruc-
tion in East Timor, the
local eucharistic people
find hope in the tasks of
every-day life.

In Australia we also have
illustrations of death and
resurrection, though less
obvious. Life brings
many “lesser” deaths -
the loss of hair, teeth,
even a limb, of a job, a
partner, a child, a home
and many more.

When I think of resurrec-
tion experiences sur-
mounting deaths, I see a
bus-load of residents of
an aged-care facility, hav-
ing died to independent
living, setting out in
excitement on a picnic; a
swimmer with one leg
named the Athlete of the
Manchester Common-
wealth Games; a reli-
gious sister, whose con-
dition is terminal, beam-
ing with laughter at jokes
about the beanie cover-
ing her baldness, the
result of chemotherapy;
an older man, whose face
is emaciated with cancer,
and a young nurse, a
quadriplegic as a result of
a road accident, both of
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Hope - the essence of life

whom have written
humorous and inspira-
tional books.

Aboriginal  Australians
have a great gift for our
culture in their ever-pres-
ent consciousness of and
respect for the spirits of
their ancestors. For those
of us of Western culture,
the final death is more
difficult to incorporate
into life because we have
SO many opportunities in
health care and life-style
which  postpone it.
Among the deaths we
find most overwhelming
are the tragedies of those
who die by their own
hand, especially the
young; those who suffer
the horror of murder;
and the destruction of
human life in road acci-
dents.

In our culture, we set our
departed apart, as if
fenced off from every-day
life, in cemeteries and
gardens of remembrance
- places where we are not
usually too comfortable.
Perhaps in our affluence
and ability to control life
in so many ways, the
presence of the Risen
Christ in death - as cen-
tral to our living - has
become less obvious.

Pat Mullens




What the poor can teach us

While reading the 2002
Social Justice Sunday state-
ment my attention was
caught by the heading:
“Groans from the Earth,
Cries for the Poor”. In the
tiny nation of East Timor
(750,000 people) one cannot
help but notice the many
reminders of death and the
‘ghosts of the past’ that
remain littered throughout
the countryside. The most
dominant symbol however,
hovering over the Dili har-
bour, is the Resurrected
Christ. A gift to the people of
Timor from President
Soeharto during the days of
occupation by Indonesia.

The land of Timor Loro Sae seems to
cry out in anguish for the poor, for
those who have died and for those
who have suffered unbelievable cru-
elty and abuse. The Timorese who

Christ Resurrected

have died, their graves are not in
areas ‘fenced-off from everyday life’
but are part of the very fabric of vil-
lage life, they mark the roadside and
are an integral part of the landscape.
How does this view of death and life
inform our experience of remember-
ing?

In the midst of so much suf-
fering hope becomes the
only place to go. Hope in
Jesus whose way of suffer-
ing led to life and resurrec-
tion. The Way of the Cross
which marks the way
through many of the vil-
lages in Timor is a reminder
to the people that they can
dare to hope even in the
midst of great suffering.
Can we afford to risk believ-
ing that resurrection is the
ultimate gift for us also?

Our remembering can be a

rejoicing, the purpose of

life has been fulfilled in the
parting of those we have loved. Let
the cries of the poor be heard, the
groans of the earth resound and let
our hope in Christ’s resurrection be
the signpost for our remembering.

Fr Wayne Stanhope

2003 CALENDAR

Help the people of East Timor by purchasing a
2003 Calendar
This tiny nation has been declared the poorest nation in Asia.
The Carmelites are involved in the work of rebuilding and heal-
ing. By purchasing a 2003 Calendar featuring the people of East
Timor you will be helping to bring water, sanitation, education
and housing to the villages.

The Calendar will be available in early October. Order your copy
now! All proceeds from the sale of this calendar will go directly

to the East Timor Mission.

Order Form

Description

Value

Quantity

Calendar for 2003

$10.00 ea

Postage & handling

Contact Details
Name

Order Total

Address

State Postcode

Payment Details

Phone

] I enclose a cheque/money order (made payable to The Carmelites)

OR

[] Please debit my [ Bankcard [ Mastercard [] Visacard

N O O =77

Please detach and return in the reply envelope, or mail to The Society of Our Lady of Mount Carmel,
75 Wright Street Middle Park VIC 3206.




The Gift of Giving

Giving so that others can be helped is a special gift that is
cherished by us all.

Recently one of our long time supporters, Mrs Margaret Nolan of
Warwick Queensland, celebrated her nintieth birthday. Margaret
shared this special day with those whom she loved, her family
and friends.

Margaret chose to share her commitment to the Carmelites and
their mission work in Australia and East Timor, by inviting her
family and friends to honor her birthday by donating to the East
Timor Mission. She demonstrated that the greatest gift of all is
one that can be shared. Through her generosity we received
$1,400 which will go towards crucial projects such as, water, san-
itation, health and education and housing.

Giving so that others may be helped is a special gift that is cher-
ished by us all and we give thanks for the kindness of this special
lady.

You too can support the work of the Carmelites by sending
donations made in honour of a birthday, wedding
anniversary, or other commemorative event. You may even
choose to support the Carmelites by arranging memorial
gifts or donations to be made to the Carmelites, instead of
flowers, at a funeral. Of course all gifts are tax deductible.

For further information on how you can make a difference please
phone Nancy Mercurio on 03 9690 8822.

Used Stamps

The Middle Park Stamp Group is a dedicated
group of volunteers who generously give their
time, collecting and sorting used postage stamps
that are then sold to dealers. Since 1989 the Stamp
Group has having raised a total of $11,107. The
proceeds go to supporting the Carmelite Missions.

Supplies have been running low recently and the
Stamp group is in need of your help.

Please help us by col-
lecting used stamps
which come on your
everyday mail and
packages. If cutting
around the stamps,
make sure you leave
an edge of 1.5cm.

We gratefully appreciate all
stamps sent to The Middle Park Stamp
Group, 75 Wright Street Middle Park VIC 3206

Why wait for your Tax refund?

A recent ruling by the Tax Office means that you may be able to
enjoy the benefit of the tax refund due on your charitable dona-
tion immediately rather than have to remember to claim it on
your Tax return at the end of the financial year.

For further information please contact the Society of Our Lady
of Mount Carmel on 03 9690 8822

Fax: i03i 9699 1944

CARMELITES....

Brothers who:

B Seek the face of the Living God
B |n the midst of the people

For further information about the
Carmelites, contact:

Fr Wayne Stanhope, O.Carm.
Carmelite Provincial Office
75 Wright Street

Middle Park Vic 3206
Phone: (03) 9699 1922

Carmelites in the Midst of the people

Carmelites gather in celebration in Flores B
Fr Wayne, Anthony & David Join with our newly
professed Manuel & Antonio

Fr. Anthony Scerri General Councillor,
Fr David Hofman and Fr Wayne
Stanhope, Prior Provincial, visit Timor
Loro Sae (Highlight this in Colour)

On August 11th Anthony, David and |
arrived in Flores, Indonesia, to celebrate
two important events. The Blessing and
Opening of our new Novitiate, the
Monastery of St ThZrese of Lisieux took
place on August 13. It is intended to
house 40 young men beginning their

journey into Carmel. On the following
day Manuel Almeida da Costa made his
Solemn Profession and Antonio Campos
dos Santos his First Profession, both
brothers from Timor Loro Sae and mem-
bers of our Australian Province of
Carmelites. They were certainly two
days of great celebration.

Australia people.

Thank you
Fr Wayne Stanhope.

From Flores we journeyed on to Timor
and our first liturgical event was to be
present at the wedding ceremony of
forty couples presided over by Fr
Aniceto Maia da Costa and Fr Augusto
Sampaio da Costa. | suppose if your
parish numbers 13,000 people one has
to expect big occasions! In Zumalai the
previous weekend 180 children were
baptised.

There remains enormous needs
amongst the people: water, sanitation,
health, education, employment and

much giving of love and pastoral care. Marriage in Zumalai Parish

My confidence comes from the spirit of
our young Carmelite Friars and Sisters.
Their trust is in GodOs care of them,
expressed through the generosity of the



